


THE 


GHRISTIAN RECISTER. 




















No. 7. DECEMPER, 1822. Vor. I. 
THOUGHTS TO YOUTH. 
No V. 
Baccalaureate Address, delivered at the Annual Commencement of the 
Cincinnati College, September 25th, 1822, by the Raght Reverend 
shilander Chase, Bishop of the Episcopal Chureh§ resident 


of the College. 
(Concluded from page 326.) 
Youne GENTLEMEN, 


I did intend to speak to you of the second class of unbe- 
lievers, of those, who, to extract the sting of guilt, would strangle 
the conscience which inflicts it; of those, who, to rid themselves 
of the sensibility which proves them human beings, would change 
their nature to that of the worms they tread on; of those, who, to 
remove the dismal prospect before them, would put out the eye 
that beholds it; who, to save themselves the trouble of preparing 
for a future state, would affirm that that state does not exist; 
—that man dies, as in his body, so in his soul; that the grave is but 
the house of eternal oblivion; and that annihilation is the only ep- 
itaph appropriate to the tomb of man. Of such I did intend to 
speak; but it would be a useless task. Besides, the discourse would 
not suit the audience. None of you, not a person present, but 
shudders at the thought of Atheism. You must, you do, see that in- 
stead of mitigating the evils of life, it would render life itself in- 
supportable. Instead of blunting the edge of human misery, it 
would add poisongto its point. Instead of lightening the load of 
human woe it would accumulate its weight with the wrath of in- 
sulted Heaven; and all that now cheers your hearts would be crush- 
ed irretrievably in despair. 

When the contrast, between the Christian religion and Infidelity, 
is drawn fgom a display of the resources of each; these resources 
being appreciated, not according to conjecture, or any private opin- 
ion, but according to what all know and feel to be the woes and 
wants of our common nature. 

What more reasonable ground than this can’be assumed to de- 
termine your choice in that which of all others concerns you most, 
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—your peace of mind in this, and your happiness-in the eternal. 
world. Exposed to evil of every sort in your journey, and to 
death in its end, how ought you to bless the Lord for his goodness 
in making your very wants and woes, your miseries, and your death 
itself, plead with you now, at your: commencement in life, to chose 
‘the path which in its progress, can afford the cure to all the ills 
)yousaffer! 

_ - *¥@s, even to you, though a party concerned, doth your Maker, 
by his:providence, make the appeal for a decision in favour of your 
own temporal and eternal happiness. Even you the children of 
sin and sorrow,—born to trouble,—full of disappointment from the 
cradle to the tomb—overloaded with care,—agitated with anxious 
and even unavailing wishes;—distracted with reflections on the 
past, restless under the present, and unable to provide for the fu- 
ture portion of your life ;—a life which you know to be so short and 
so uncertain in itself; which terminates in—(except by revelation,} 
you know shat, save the pale face of death and the corruption 
of the endive you, thus deeply interested, are permitted, yea 
exhorted, to draw the contrast between Christianity and Infidelity 
—between,that which is framed by the hand of Ileavenly Mercy 
to obviate‘@ll your evils; and that which in life wipes not a tear 
from. your eyes; and in death, leaves you in despair. 

Who of you, thatcan reason, would not here be reasonable? Whe 
that can feel, would not here be*moved? Who, that can judge, 
would not here be judicious? Who, that can hope, would not here 
repose himself on the only rock, where hope can rest?—-On Jesus; 
the Redeemer of mankind, the Saviour of the faithful; on Hin 
who felt all our sorrows, that we might be joyful; who bore all 
ours sins, that we might be justified; who died that we might live; 
and who rose that we might triumph o’er the grave. Great God 
of mercy! who will not. deserve his misery that will not. take this 
way of mercy to be rid of it? 

That Christianity has your deeided preference to all that caw 
be offered to entice you into the path of Infidelity is, and must 
be, presumed. But, remember, that your decision must not rest im 
your mind. In its very nature it is evident this decision must from 
the head proceed to the heart-and whole affections; or the blessings, 
which Christianty holds out to you, will be none of yours. None 
ean bear the ills of life, but those who realize, m their hearts be- 
lief, that the hand which imposes them is the hand of mercy; and 
none who have lived the life of the wicked can finally die the 
death of the righteous. The procrastinating, the wavering, ané@ 
the luke-warm, are equally excluded with the open Infidel. 

Commence then the career off life as candidates fgp eternity. 
Cheered by the bright prospect set before you in the world of glo- 
ry, let all the small things, whether prosperous or adverse, in this, 
be as things beneath your feet.. Elevated by Christianity above 
their influence, reach forward to the mark of the prize of your 
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high calling. Whatever secures your attainment of this, that, and 
ihat alone, is worthy of your efforts: and whatever calls you off 
irom the attainment of this, that of all things, is to be avoided. 
Young gentlemen; one last word more before we part. Remem- 
ber that however well-resolved and streng to pursue your journey 
you may at present feel, yet your resolutions are but vile and 
your strength is but weakness, without the hand of God continual- 
ly to support you. To Him, therefore, continually look, in all the 
vicissitudes of life. In prosperity remember that it is God alone 
who gives it. In adversity, tis He, who orders it for your benefit. 
To Him, then, address your prayer for strength to bear the one 
and the other. Depend on Him in life, and He will support you 
in death. Obey His voice in prosperity, and He will hear yours 
when in adversity you cry unto Him for help. Make Him your 
Friend, your Father and your God; and He will be your Sun and 
your Shreld here, and hereafter crown you with eternal glory. 


‘We have not published the above Baccalaureate Address ‘on 
the account of the elegance of the stile, or the classical selection 
of the words which the Bishop has used. In those respects the 
address is far from being faultless. Nor do we apprehend it was 
the gentleman’s chief intention to give the last polish of his own 
hand to his stile. Had this have been his intention, no doubt it 
would have appeared very differently, but the address would pro- 
bably have been worth much less than it really is. 

Throughout, the Bishop appears deeply impressed with the so- 
lemnity and weight of the charge he was about to assume. Much | 
very much of a christian ‘spirit rans thro’ the whole of the ad- 
dress. ‘The President seems fully to have realized this funda- 
mental truth, on the subject of education. That any system of ed- 
ucation, that is at all complete, or even tolerable, regards the cultiva- 
tion of the heart, as of no less importance than the enlargement of 
the understanding. Realizing the weight of this truth, the Rev. 
Bishop directs the minds of his youthful auditors directly to the 
Scriptures. Having fully realized the sinfulness of the Juman 
race, he emphatically asks, “How then shall this sinful man enjoy 
the presence of his infinitely holy God.” Ifis answer is the only 
one that can be given. “Man cannot approach his Maker with- 
Out an at@ement.” This doctrine of atonement, is the fundamental 
principle of the gospel. And the system of theology that is with- 
Sut it, is without a heart; and that system of education which 
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does not incorporate this fundamental doctrine of christianity, is 
not only rotten, it is dangerous. 

Christianity, having the doctrine of the atonement, as the fulcrom 
upon which the whole turns, is the religion of America, establish- 
ed by the best of all statutes, public opinion; and it should be the 
religion of all our Seminaries. I would not be understood to say, 
that the pecu.iarities of any religious sect should ever be inculca- 
ted in any Seminary of promiscuous youth; but I would be under- 
stood to say, that the fundamental principles of christianity should 
be carefully inculcated in every such Seminary, and to every 
youth. 


OBITUARY OF MRS. ELIZABETH VARDIMAN. 


On the 27th of September last, Mrs. Elizabeth Vardiman, the 
wife of Rev. Jeremiah Vardiman, departed this life. She was the 
daugther of Mr. Daniel Bryan, and his wife, and the twin 
sister of Daniel Bryan, junr. who died a few weeks before her. 
Mrs. Vardiman was blessed with pious parents, and had the advan. 
tage of a religious education; she was remarkable, from her in- 
fancy for her mildness of temper, and steadiness of deportment, 
delighting to please and obey her parents, and make all her friends 
happy. Her mind partook more of the solid than the shewy qual- 
ity. She thought much, but spoke only when it appeared neces- 
sary. Retiring diflidenee, which is a principal ornament of her 
sex, always graced her appearance. In the tifteenth year of her 
age, she became the subject of pungent conviction for sin, through 
the instrumentality of her surviving husband, which continued for 
several months; often she seemed on the border of despair, though 
she had conducted herself with more than ordinary correctness, 
she felt that she was the chief of-sinners, but at length obtained 
a lively hope in the precious Redeemer, became a member of the 
Baptist Society, «nd continved one of its brighiest ornameuts tll 
called to exchange a house of clay for one not made with hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. Her views of herself were of the most 
humiliating character; but of Christ the most elevated. Often 
she was the subject of disponding fears, yet resolved on endeav- 
ouring to serye the Lord as well as she could, and leave the event 
with him. 

In Mr. Vardiman’s connection with her the breach in the fami- 
ly was completely healed, his children found in her every ghing that 
could be found in a mother, and most sensibly realized their loss io 
her death. She delighted much in endeavouring to accommodate, 
and make happy all their friends when with them. Though strong ~ 
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ly attached to her companion, yet such was her love to the cause of 
‘Christ that she was willing to make a sacrifice of his company 
often for the purpose of his preaching the gospel. ¢Prospects 
seemed to brighten round them. Domestic peace hovered over 


their dwelling, and indulgent Heaven seemed to smile upon them. — 


On the 9th of September he reached home from the Bracken As- 
sociation, and from a tour of preaching for near two weeks: On 
which it was observed he seemed to possess more anxiety about 
home than common. He was happy to find all wéll. Onthe 12th 
they left home on a visit to her father’s and other relatives, little 
supposing she was never to return. At the house of Mr. Barr, her 
brother in law, she was attacked with a violent fever, which bade 
detiance to ell medical aid. During her sickness she was never 
heard to murmur, but submitted to the Divine will with a degree 
of patience and resignation seldom witnessed. Her faith in the 
Redeemer was unshaken, her love to him was such that she ob- 
served, inconversation with her afflicted partner, having advanced 
thus far toward ber Heavenly home, she thought it better te go on, 
yet was so lost in the will of the Lord that she submitted all to 
him. About two or three days before her death, she desired her 
friends to sing the hymn, “O when shall I see Jesus,” and upon 
the close of the same she exclaimed, “O how sweet,” and express- 
ed her strong hope and confidence in Jesus. ‘Though she fell un- 
der the hand of death, a perfect victory was gained over the 
tyrant, and fearless, she committed her soul to him who loved and 
washed her in his blood. In her death society has lost much. Her 
husband and family have sustained an incalculable loss, and a 
numerous connection lament her decease. But she rests from all 
her labours, and her works do follow hers*"Phere the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary are at rest forever. 


A FRAGMFNT. 


***x***** It may very well be doubted, whether there are 
now any where in Christendom, or ever have been in the chris- 
tian church, any institutions, which could with so much propriety 
be denominated schools, or @olleges of the prophets, as may the ihe- 
ological schools of America. It is granted, that in every well regu- 
lated seminary of learning there is a divinity professor. Howéyer 
learned and pious these professors may have been, a few lectures 
on theology as a science, delivered in the didactic way, have com- 
pleted their course. Their characters, generally, have very indis- 
tinctly resembled that of Gamaliel, who it is probable presided 


“over a school of this kind. They did dot devote themselves to the 


all important work of training up mengfor the gospel ministry. To 
sxealize in all its extent the importance of this work, seems to have 
been Jeft for the divines of América. A general disposition among 
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christians of all denominations to create theolugical schools, and to 
promote them by their daily prayers and their liberal contributions, 
would complete the evidence to my mind, that the night of ignor- 
ance and error is drawing to a close, and that the general senti- 
ment is just about to be excited: ‘How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, who publisheth 
peace.” 

As it respects the grand events of this world, and particularly of 
the church, ‘Gou’s way is in the sea, and his path in the great wa- 
ters.’ Nothing is more common than for poor erring man to stum- 
ble at™that, which a little development of God’s plan, renders 
quite easy and plain. We have all been praying for the coming 
of the Millennium, and by most christians it has been thought to be 
very nigh at hand; but who until a few years ago, apprehended 
that an high way for our God was to be prepared among the hea- 
then, simply by snultiplying the Bible, or that this great event was 
to be ushered in by awakening a mtssionary spirit, and the erection 
of theological schools? Now these events have begun to operate, 
every good man adores God for the wisdom of his plan, and ad- 
mires the fitness of the means to the end. Many pious men have 
all their lives been praying ‘the Lord of the harvest, to send forth 
labourers into his harvest,’ who never have used any means to in- 
crease the number of ministers, and knew not what means to use. 
Until lately most christians seemed to have expected, that scripture 
promises respecting the church-were to be fulfilléd suddenly, and 
by way of miracle. We had forgotten that God never has, nor 
ever will he work a miracle, where means can reach the effect. 

The characters and qualitications of gospel ministers are of the 
last importance to the church. They are considered so by every 
pious and reflecting christian, And the conduct of: the enemies of 
christianity is a suilicient proof that they are not insensible upon 
this subject. Surely nothing cau be more criminal in christians in 
gener: ry but especii uly in christian ministers, than to manifest an 
indifferet nee to the success of those means which are using, to 
supply the necdy millions of maukind with able and faithful pas- 
tors. 

Ly the southern and western christians of America, we are of- 
ten aske |, where is the necessity of so much learning among chris- 
trun ministers? why sacrifice so many years of the prime of life 
in poring over Greek und Hebrew, and antiquated systems? ‘The 
objegtivu w ould not merit a serious notice, were it not often made 
hy the honest aud pious, who little suspect with whom it originat- 
4. _» It is casy to see e that all the objections to an enlightened and 


} with nen 008 pate both Christ and his ministers. With 
whom else could they have originated? Jt is utterly impossible 
that wy sock oe of christian people, if left to form their own judg- 
ment, would net much more highly’prize their pastor, if to his pic- 
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ty and talents he should add great learning. But it is asked, why 
should deists and atheists trouble the themselves about the charac- 
ter of the clergy, or care how learned they may be? It is answer- 
ed, for the same reason that a base assassin trembles before an ad- 
versary who is armed. 

Let not the friends of christianity any longer unite with ifs ene- 
mies to decry an enlightened and learned ministry. Shall every 
cause find able advocates but the cause of God? Is the pulpit the 
only place in which ignorance is to find a sanctuary? Christian 
people must not deceive themselves; the good sense of the,world, 
at this moment so rapidly augmenting, will ere long banish ignor- 
ance from the pulpit, as certainly as the pulpit will banish ignor- 
ance and sin from the world. Let every christian society suspect 
ihe intellects or the heart of that man who would advise to a reli- 
ance upon inspiration, such as that with which Christ’s disciples 
were blessed, when he called them from their ordinary avocations, 
to become his heralds. At present grace is only dispensed through 
the agency of means. 

With the utmost cordiality would we hail as brethren, many illit- 
erate men who are labouring in the gospel. Because we love 
them, and would rejoice in the prosperity of the branches of 
Christ’s church, of which they fourm a part; ‘therefore, were we 
permitted, we would suggest the necessity of the erection of schools 
of the prophets, or theslogical schools, in all the religious denomina- 
tions in our country. It may very well be questioned, whether a 
speedy adoption of this measure be not indispensable, from a prin- 
ciple of self-defence. 

We will indulge the hope that what has been done in this way 
in America, is but the beginning of good; and that we shall see 
schools of this kind springing up in every society, which shall be 
liberally endowed by the rich and pious, and copiously imbued 
with the blessing of heaven. x 

It is impossible not tobe surprised and pained, to find how little 
has been done during the last year, to promote the theologicat 
school under the patronage of the general assembly. A planso 
happily devised, and hitherto so well conducted, as it respects the 
choice of situation, of able and pious professors, &c. we might have 
expected would have met with the most liberal support. Such has 
not been the fact. A mistaken local, policy, interested motives, and 
a want of confidence in each other, must be assigned as the causes. 
These things ought not'to be so. When will christians cease to 


“weaken e@th other’s hands?) Why should the distance of Prince- 


ton fromany part of the United States ever be mentioned as an ab- 
jection? Why would any person talk of erecting other theologi- 
cal schools, while the one already established has almost no funds? 
Let us lay aside our private and contracted views. There is a 
grand effort to be made. The whole heathen world are to be 
christianized. Already is the work begun. By whom shall it be 
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completed? ‘How shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard, and how shall they hear without a preacher? From 
India, from Africa, from the forests of America, and from the isl- 
ands of the Sea, the eyes of all are directed to christian countries. 
Where else, under God, can they look? Who have the bread of 
life in their hands, but the disciples of Christ? And who shal} 
break it to those perishing millions, but Christ’s ministers? Do we 
commisserate our blinded fellow men who ‘sacrifice the fruit of 
their bodies for the sin of their souls?? Who dash their scream- 
ing infants, and themselves too, inte the devouring jaws of an Idol, 
or lick the dust over which a log of wood has been dragged? Do 
our hearts grow warm at the recitals where youth, and learning, 
and talents, and wealth, and polished society, and friends, and 
country, have all, and, forever, been sacrificed, to the dear, the no- 
ble object of planting the standard of Christ upon some idolatrous 
spot? Do we know what it is to feel our whole souls poured out 
in that petition, ‘thy kingdom come?’ In a word, do our hearts 
participate in the grand movement of the christian world, in their 
attempts to redeem the human race from their degradation and ru- 
in. If these be our feelings, let us seek opportunity, and not rest 
till we have participated in the good work of enlarging the foun- 
dation, and cherishing the growth of the theological school at 
Princeton, or some similar institution. We are bold to say, it is 
one of God’s nurseries. It is ‘a river the streams whereof shall 
make glad the city of God.’ Blessed is that man who shall ‘east 
his bread upon these waters, for he shall find it after many days.’ 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


REVIEW OF THE LIFE OF DR, SCOTT. 
(Concluded from page 274.) 


Tue extent of Dr. Scott’s Sunday labours are thus described, by 
a lady of great respectability, who passed some time under his 
roof, and was particularly struck with this, and other circum- 
stances of bis life and character: 


“At four o’clock in the morning of every alternate Sunday, win- 
ter as well as summer, the watchman gave one heavy knock at 
the door, and Mr. S. and an old maidservant arose ;—for he could 
not go out without his breakfast. He then set forth to meet a con- 
gregation at a church in Lothbury, about three miles and a half off; 
—l rather think the only church in London attended so early as 
six o'clock in the morning. | think he had from two to three hun- 
dred auditors, and administered the sacrament each time. He 
used to observe that, if at any time, in his early walk through the 
streets in the depth of winter, he was tempted to cumplain, the view 
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of the newsmen equally alert, and for a very different object, chan- 
ged his repinings inte thanksgivings.—From the city he returned 
home, and about ten o’clock assembled his family to prayers; | im- 
mediately after which he proceeded to the chapel, where he per- 
formed the whole service, with the administration of the sacra. 
ment on the alternate Sundays, when he did not go to Lothbury. 
His sermons, you know, were most ingeniously brought into an ex-' 
act hour; just about the same time, as I have heard him’say, be- 
ing spent in composing them. | well remember accompanying him 
to the afternoon church in Bread Street, (nearly as fiir as Loth- 3 
bury,) after his taking his dinner without sitting down. On this’oc~ 
casion | hired a hac kney- -coach: but he desired me not to speak, 
as he took that time to prepare his sermon. I have calculated 
that he could not go much less than fourteen miles in the day, fre- 


quently the whole of it on foot, besides the three services, aud at sy 


times a fourth sermon at Long-acre Chapel, or elsewhere, on his) 
way home in the evening: and then he concludéd the whole gs 
family prayer, and that not a very short one. —Consideringaiis 

ious and asthmatic habit, this was immense labour! “And oo I 
knew him to do very soon,after, if not the very mext Sanday 

he had broken a rib by falling downethe cabin-stairs of a M 


packet: and it seemed to me as if he passed’ few weeks wit ty i 
taking an emetic! But his heart was in his work; and Tihever’saw ” 


amore deyoted Christian. Indeed he appearedwto me to have 
hardly a word or a thought out of the precise line of his duty: 
which made him somewhat formidable to weaker and more sinful 
beings.—His trials, I should think, (as you would have me honest 
with you,) were those of temper. Never, I often remarked, was 


there a petition in his family prayers; for any thing but the pare 


don of sin, andthe suppressing of corruption—His life, andla-” 
bours, and devotedness, kept him from much knowledge of the 
world; but the strength of his judgment gave him rapid insight im 
to passing affairs: and upon the whole [| should be inclined ‘to: 

he was one of the wisestmen | ever knew.—You knew more tham | 


Lean do of the nature and habits of his daily life. 1 can only a 


that, when‘fatigued with writing he would come up stairs, whe 
the Bible was generally open, and his relaxation seemed to. be, 
talking over some text with those whom he found there: and I can 
truly declare that I never lived in a,happier or more united fa- 
mily?” 

“It is implied in the Wbove adéourt, that my father’s sermons 


Were usually Composed'the same day they were delivered, This 


was literally the case. For more tham five and thirty years, he ne- 
‘Ver put pen to paperin preparing for the»pulpit, except in the case 


“‘efithree or four se hed onparticular occasions, and ex+ . 


pressly intended for publication: yet no one who heard him would - 

complain of crudeness or want of thought in his discourses: ae. 

‘were rather faulty in being overcharged with matter, and tee atr-. 
Vor. b 50 
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gumentative for the generality of hearers.—Indeed, an eminent 
chancery lawyer used to say that he heard him for professional 
improvement, as well as for religious edification; for thai he pos- 
sessed the close argumentative eloquence peculiarly requisite at 
that bar, and which was found to be so rare an endowment.”—pp. 
361, 162. 


Those who are puffed up with pride and self-righteousness, may 
learn from the example and experience of this great and wise 
man. how onlike the requirements of the Gospel are the atlections 
of their hearts: and how utterly untenable are their claims to the 
Christian name and character, while they deny the necessity of 
DIVINE INFLUENCES in the great work of regeneration, or reject the 
doctrine altogether. 

If we would become the children of God, we must go to Christ 
in deep humility of sdul, as little children, who not only /ee/ their 
ignorance, but are willing to be instructed in the very trst princi- 
fies G6stiiedoctrint, and in'the way which He prescribes. We 
must be in constant entreaty for new supplies of wisdom, strength, 
and grace, for the performance of required duties, making no 
claims or plea for ourselves but God’s mercy, and the encourage- 
ment of his promises. Such @ spirit will the following extract 


teach. Iti a letter addressed to a distant family connexion, 
dated Fe ‘11, 1795: 
“Those ss0rs who seem not to feel such conflicts, and find 


no such difficulty in living up to their rule, evidently aim tow, and 
do not measure their experiences and attainments by the scriptural 
standard. The blessing is pronounced by our Lord on those that 
hunger and thirst after righteousness; but hunger aod thirst imply 
the desire, the ardent desire, of what is not yet obtained; and in 
heaven, when such gracious desires shall be fully answered, we 
shall hunger no more, and thirst no more. In the mean-time, it is, 


well to set our mark high, that we may press forward, forgeiting 


thepthings that are behind, and reaching forth. to those that are 

re: and, a8 far as | cam judge by your letter, this is the pre- 
sent frame of your spirit. When we {cel our need of forgiveness 
in this and the other , and of grace to fill Up our station 
properly to the honour of the Gospel, we know. what to praysfor, 
and shall pray with our hearts; but, when our convictions are more 
general, and we are not so particularly acquainted with our wants, 
enemies) and evil propensities, eur prayers will be more languid; 
and words, good in general, but not feelingly»the language of our 
hearts, will constitute our petitious.—For my part, lam not able, 
after twenty years endeavouring after it, towise a whit above a 
poor sinner, trustingin free merey, through the Atoning blood; anda 
poor beggar, who might as easily Jive in health without food, as 
serve God one day without fresh supplies of wisdom, strength, and. 
grace, sought, in earnest prayer, from the fuluess of Christ. Ii 
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this be neglected, I find all good declines, all evil revives: and am 
sensible that nothing which has passed would keep me from the 
vilest crimes, of which my wicked heart was capable, if this. could 
be wholly suspended. Yet, i trust the Lord does put, and will put 
his fear into my heart, that I may not depart from him: and my view 
of final perseverauce is this, that the Lord has engaged to keep me 
(if indeed | am a believer,) empty, poor, hungering, praying, and 
living by faith on the fulness of Christ, till he bring to glory: and 
then, all the painful experience 1 have had of my own weakness 
and sinfulness, will tune my songs of praise to hem that washed me 


from my sins in his own blood, through the countless ages of eterni- 


ty.—Yet God forbid that [ should abuse the Gospel! I trust I only 
desire to live that | may serve the Lord, and recommend his Gos- 
pel: and perfect holiness and obedience are the heaven | hope 
and loug for. But the more I do in the Lord’s service, the great- 
ter /eitor | am to his grace, for the will, power, pardon, and ac- 
ceptince: the more! aim te do, the deeper sense I have of my 
need of the blood and righteousness of Christ, as my only title to 
the heavenly inheritance.” . 

“Perhaps this account of my feelings may, show you, that your 
case is not singular; and | feel myseéf peculiarly.interested in your 
concerns and that of your relatives; to whom, with your minister, 


pray give my kim remembrance,—l feel the same.difficulties also _ 


about my children, of which you speak; but I endeavour to use 
means, and to commit theia to the Lord, and thus to cast my care 
on Him; Yet even here | need forgiveness; and am conscious that 
neither my example, prayers, nor instructions, are what they 
should be. Thus boasting is exeluded. 1 have no claim for myself 
or them, nor any plea, but God’s merey and the encouraging prom- 
ises of his word; which, though general, give hope.”—pp, 220, 


221. 


This article has already trespassed too far on our pages, but we 


cannot omit bearing our testimony to the excellency of the volume 


before us, and earnestly recommending it to the attentive perusal) 
of every one. No minister of the Gospel, or theological student, 
should be without the life of this learned and pious divine, which 
is replete with the best instruction, peculiarly appropriate to their 
pursuits, and to fit them, under the blessing ef God, for the faithful 
discharge of their holy calling. 

The following extracts from a most affectionate letter to his son, 
must form the appropriate conclusion to this article; it was bx 
in November, 1801: 4 


%*% 
“During almost sixteensyears’ continuence in London, though of- 


‘ten greatly indisposed, 1 have never once before been prevented | 


officiating on the Sunday: but | have now done nothing since Wed- 
nesday se’ night in the €vening. I have not been able even to 
pray in the jamily till last night, and then with great difficulty. In 
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the former part of life, 1 had many more voilent and long contin: 
ued fevers, but I have not been so ill, since | had a nervous fever 
in Shropshire, in 1783, and, as far as I can recollect, | never had 
so violent an attack of the asthma before. For many hours of two 
successive nights, it was all but absolute suffocation; and the sense 
aici dread of that were continually present to my mind. Yet, 
bless the Lord, | was not left either to murmur or despond. I had 
very serious apprehension of immediate death, though | said noth- 
ing to those around me; and all my cares, plans, hopes, (as to this 
world,) and every thing, except my wife and children, seemed 
quite out of sight. 1 had not any sensih/e comfort, yet I thought of 
dying without emotion; though the idea of dying by suffocation 
seemed formidable. I felt the grand concern to be safe; and was 
willing to leave all below, to have done with suffering, sin, and 
temptation. I did not fee} much of what the apostle mentions, of 
pEsininc to be with Christ; and | was convinced for that very rea- 
son, that my Christianity was of a small growth; yet | trusted that 
it was genuine. I tried to commit all | loved, and all I had la- 
boured to effect, into the Lord’s hands; and | thought of recover- 
ing, as a sailor, just about to enter harbour, would of being ordered 
out to sea again. _Yet I} was willing, if the Lord saw good.—This 


ieee oben the state of my mind. ‘I could confusedly recollect very 


y things to be humbled forj*and ashamed of; but nothing that 
impeached the sincerity of my professed faith in Christ, and love 
to him; and, though conscious of very many faults and imperfec- 
tions in my ministry, | was also conscious, that I had honestly 
sought to glorify Gor, and save souls, in preference to all worldly 
interests. My hope was that of a sinner, throughout saved by 
grace: yet lwas satisfied, that the aim of my heart, and the ten- 
or of my conduct, since I professed the Gospel, evinced that | had 
built on the sole foundation by a living faith._—When I die, it is not 
to be expected, that Tshould he able to declare my views and ex- 


~periences; and therefore commit these things to paper, as what 


passed in my mind, when I had serious apprehensions of dying. 
“It pleased God, however, at Jength to bless the means; and 
repeated emetics, blisters, &c. abated the paroxysm; yet the lungs 
were left in such a state, and L had so strong a fever, that, for al- 
most ten days, 1 tasted pefther animal food, nor fermented liquor, 
except a spoonfal of wine fwo or three times, by way of trial, 
which always disagreed with me. So that, altogether, I have 
been reduced very low; but, thank God, the féver yielded to me- 
dicine; and | have now nothing remaining of my disordéf, but the 
Janguor, and a sort of irritable state of the lungs, which ehiefly 
troubles me by preventing me from sleeping. . In’other respects I 
am amazingly recovered, andyrelish my, food better than I have 
done for months past. I xm, however, advancing in years; and 
this attack will probably have some effect upon my plans, so far 
as to make me backward to undertake all that labour, which I had 
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some thoughts of. But wherever, or how long, or in whatever 
way, | may be employed, I never felt so ccep,, convinced in my 
life, that being employed as a minister, is the only thing worth liv- 
ing for. The vanity of all wordly possessions, distinetions, con- 
nexions, and enjoyments, never so forcibly impressed my mind, as 
on this occasion. The folly of shrinking from that hardship or 
suffering which the frown or scorn of men can inflict on us, for 
faithfulness, appeared extreme; when | felt how easily God could 
inflict far sharper suflerings, if he saw good. .The reality and 
importance of eternal things shone on the scenes around me; so 
that the crowds of noble and affluent sinners, following the ste 

of the rich man in the Gospel, appeared the most miserable of 
wretches. T'ranscient pain taught me emphatically the value of 
deliverance from eternal misery; and endeared the love of the 
Deliverer, who voluntarily endured such pain and «agony forus 
vile sinners. The evil of sin, the happiness of.the poorest true 
Christian, and the little consequence; of the smoothness or rug- 
gedness of the path, provided we come to heaven at last; these 
things, and others connected with them, have not, for many years 
at least, so impressed my mind.—The Friday evenitig before ! was 
taken ill, 1 preached on the text, Follow holiness, without which 


no man shall see they Lord. Buti did not properly dwell ondhe™ — 
Lord’s method of making us partakers of his holiness: so he Has ~ 
since preached to me.on the subject. And as | now think little of” 


the distress and pain og the remedies used for my body, 
(the pain is all past,) because I hope { shall have the subsequent 
benefit of better health; how little should I think of the sharpest 
sufferings | can here go through, if the health of my soul be for- 
warded, and, at length, perfected, by means of them; or rather 
how ought | to bless and thank God for them all.—Pray for me, 
that I may not lose these impressions; but if spared, may live, and 
preach, and pray, and write, in a manper, somewhat less unsuit- 
able to the vastly important services ham engaged in; for who ean 
be sufficient for these things?—I rejoiced, and blessed God, when I 
recollected that he had put you into this high offiée of the minis- 
try. O may he preserve you from the snares, and smiles, and 
frowns, of the world; from the fascinations and delusions, from the 
lukewarmness, and evangelical formality, and attachment to secu- 
lar interests, which are sanctioned too much in the church! May 
you be a wiser, holier, more faithful, and more useful minister, 
than ever I have been!—O keep the concluding scene in view ev- 
ery step of the way; and judge ofvevéry thing by it. The evils 
} have protested against, in health appeared to me far, farmore 
pernicious, as | lay gasping for breath than before; and I seem to 
rejoice in the hope of entering further protests against them.—But 
{ must stop my pen, ord shall hurt:myself, “You will excuse the 
overflowings of my heart at this time: it never was more full of 
love for you......My love and blessing to my daughter. God bless 
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and prosper you, in the best. sense!—Your truly affectionate fa- 
ther, ° Txomas Scorr.” 


The happiness of Dr. Scott was not found in the glory of his 
name, or in the expectation of such glory; but in the daily view 
of divine truth, the daily enjoyment of holy feelings, the daily ef- 
fort to accomplish useful designs, and daily fellowship with heav- 
en. 


BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 


Messrs. Carey, Marshman and Ward.—{It has been the lot of 
these intrepid and self-denying servants of Christ to be defamed 
by the enemies of Missions. They have been accused of usurp- 
ing improper authority; of amassing wealth, and seeking their 
own agrandizement, rather, than the spread of the Gospel. It is 
with much pleasure that we quote from the London Quarterly Re- 
viewya work of the highest literary reputation, and conducted by 
Members of the Episcopat Church, the following deserved tribute 


to the labours and dwinterested zeal of the Baptist Missionaries in 


. The article was writtefi several years ago. ‘The mission- 

haye continued till the présent tithe, to prosecute their bene- 
volent plans; and by their endeavours to translate and print the sa- 
cred word, and by the erection of the Serampore College, to which, 
in addition to all their preceding “benefactions to the cause, they: 
have contributed, from their own funds, about 40,000 dollars, they 
have given a noble proof of the falsity of the aspersions which 
have been cast on their characters and aims.] 


Columbian Star. 


“We en¥y not the feelings of those who find amusement in hold- 
ing up to ridicule the labours of the Baptist Missionaries; ours, 
we confess, have received quite a different impression, which tells 
us that we shall not err in placing the names of Carey, Marshman, 
Ward, and the fest of the Serampore missionaries, among the ben- 
efactors of the buman race, 

“The ‘Brief View of the Baptist Missions’ will be considered 
as an interesting document. The Society was first established in 
1792; but the indian mission did not take place till sewen years af- 
ter this period; and they have now 20 stations in the Bast, the 
two extreme ones being 4000 miles apart. That of Serampore, 
their head quarters, was established in 1799, by Thomas and Ca- 
rey, and the principle on which they agreed to act was, that no 
one should engage in any private trade, but that whatever was 
procured by any member of the family, should be appropriated to 
the benefit of the mission.—Following up this principle, Doctor 
Carey in the college, Doctor Marshman in the sehool, Mr. Ward 
in the printing office, have, each of them, for some years past; con- 
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tributed considerably more than 1000/. a year to the general fund 
—The sum expended by them annually in the three departments 
of Missionary Stations, Translations, and Schools, amounts to about 
14,000/. sterling.—F rom this sum, in the year 1813, were support- 
ed fifty-three missionaries, of various nations, with their families; 
nineteen translations of the Scriptures were carried on, six thou- 
sand volumes printed, with nearly twenty thousand copies of the 
Gospel, and twenty-five thousand smaller books; and above a thou- 
sand children of various nations were instructed in useful knowl- 
edge. Of these fourteen thousand pounds, seven thousand arise whol- 
ly out of the personal labour of the missionaries, two thousand from 
Indian charities, and the rest, namely, five thofsand, have been re- 


mitted from Europe and America. At Serampore extensive pre- » 


mises were purchased, on which have been erected dwelling hous- 
es for the missionaries, school-rooms, a spacious hall for public wor- 
ship, a printing office, in which ten presses are constantly employ- 
ed, a type foundery, in which the types are cast forthe several 
Eastern languages; and a mill for making paper, of a quality far 
superior to that of India made in the usual way, which in five o 
six years is generally devoured by worms and insects; whereas 
is stated that the paper made by the missionaries remaified wi 
touched by worms, when placed among other paper half eat 
by them. 4 * 


“Their progress in the various oriental languages is really won- 
iaeere aie mm y y 


derful; and so-are exertions and contempt of bodily suffer- 
ing and personal danger. © MN sooner is a country opened for the 
exercises of their,zeal, than they ‘set about learning the language. 
The Kassai mountains,'to the N. W. of the Burman Empire, re- 
cently penetrated by them, have beef found to be inhabited by a 
simplé and*honest people, whose language is monosyllable, and 
evidently of Chinese derivation, Young Carey has succeeded in 
conveying a printing press to ain his passage to this place, he 
was visited by an affliction’ of the severest kind ;—the boat upset 
—his beloved wife, his daughter, and his only sony perished before 
his eyes, and he himself had nearly shared the same fate, in swim- 
ming with his son till completely exhausted. “Should the Lord be 
pleased,’ say the missionaries, ‘to sanctify the affliction fully to him, 
this providence, awful as it appears, may be the precursor of much 
usefulness.’ “a 

“We may form some idea of the exertions of these pious men 
when it is stated that they have translated the Scriptures wholly 


or in part into twenty-seven different languages; and their ‘Brief 


View’ contains beautiful specimens of the characters employed in 
printing the Sanscrit, Mafiratta, Bengalee, Orisa, Telinga, Pashtoo 
Sikh or Punjab, Cashmere, “Hindostanee, Assam, Burma, Persian, 
Tamul, and Cingalese languages. Many thousand copies of the 
Gospels have been distributed im these languages, and it is saig 


that the distributions of the Seriptures and of religious tracts jy, 
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the vernacular tongue has had the effect of exciting a lively in- 
terest in the knowledge of the Gospel; and that of late many in- 
stances have oceurred of conversion, by ‘means of these transla- 
tions alone, without the intervention of any missionary; that many 
Brahmins and others of high cast have recently been baptized, 
and that a great number of native preachers have met with the 
greatest success in various parts of India. Doctor Carey, ina 
letter from Calcutta, says, ‘the increasing and pressing demand for 
the Holy Scriptures is so great, that though we have ten presses 
constantly at work, the demand cannot be supplied ;}—*so repeated 
and urgent are the applications from all parts of the country, that 
we are forced to give away the Gospels of the new edition before 
the other parts can be printed off;—and yet we are sneeringly 
told that these missionaries make only rice Christians in India. 
Whether this taunt be true or not, the observation comes with a 
bad grace from a beneticed clergyman of the established church; 
at all eventsjthe Baptist missionaries have at least this consolation, 
that, by their exertions, to use their own expressions, “the greater 
partof the heathen world will have the word of God in their own 
tongue wherein they were born.” __ | 

This, however, is not the extent of their merit. Doctor Marsh- 
a not only keeps a boarding“$chool for phe education of young 
emen, and Mrs. Marshmaff another for young ladies, out of 


the profits ef which they contribute to the general fund, but they 


also conduct a charity school on the “British system.” for the chil- 
dren of the poor. On this “systenf,’ “they were establishing 
schools at the several stations, in which there were, in 1814, up- 
wards of one thousand children, taught by native schoolmasters to 
read the Scriptures. No difficulty is found in obtaining proper 
persons, who, for the sake of a small salary, engage themselves 
without hesitation; and thus become the instruments of instructing 
heathen children in the principles of the Christian religion. The 
number of these native teaehers, at the close of 1813, was 32. 
At Calcutta*they have erected a Sehool-house, capable of contain- 
ing 800 childres, divided into two departments, one for boys and 
the ether for girls, where they are taught to read the Scriptures in 
the Bengalee and English langnages; also writing and accounts.— 
Five hundred were on the books of this school, which we doubt 
not has long since been full. The objects of this “Benevolent In- 
stitution” are the poor children of alf nations, including the chil- 
dren of Europeans by native women, “a neglected and destitute 
class of society ;” and of Portugese Catholics, “thousand of whom 
wander about the streets in all manner of yice and wretchedness.” 

“This hasty sketch of their proceedings is quite enough to prove 
the active benovolence of the Serampore missionaries, and more 
than enough to entitle, them to the gratitude of mankind. But 
they have also.a elaim to the thabks of the literary part of the 
world on another score. In the midst of the more serious duties 
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of religion, and the exercise of Christian charities, they have con: 
siderably extended the progress of Oriental literature.” ‘ 


FROM THE LONDON MISSIONARY REGISTER. 
SUPERSTITION IN INDIA. 


Tue following is an affecting instance of the delusive power of 
idolatrous superstition on the minds of the Hindoos, related in a 
letter from the Rev. H. Fisher, of Mecrut, to the Secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society. A Fakeer was observed, by the road 
side, preparing something ext: aordinary, which having never been 
observed before, excited a curiosity to draw near and examine his 
employment. He had several Hindoo pilgrims round him, all on 
their way from the Holy Ghaut, who assisted ih prepafing the 
wretched devotee for some harrible penance, to which he had vol- 
untarily bound himself, in order to expiate the guilt of. some crime 
which he had committed long ago. His attendants Titerally wor- 
shiping him, kissing his feet, calling him god, and invoking his 
blessing. A large fire was kindled under the’extended branch of 
an old tree; to this branch the Fakeer fastened two strong ropes, 
having at the lower end of each,of them a stuffed noose, in 
which he introduced his feet, and thus being suspended with 
head downwards over the fire, a third rope at a distance towards 
end of the branch, was, fixed, by which he succeeded with one 
hand, to set himself in a swinging motion, backwards and for- 
wards, through the smoke and flaming fire, which was kept blaz- , 
ing by a constant supply of fuel, ministered by many of his follow- eg 
ers: with the other hand he counted a string of beads, a fixed 
number of times, so as to ascertain the termination of the four 
hours, for which he had doomed himself daily to endure this ex- 
ercise for twelve years, nine of which are nearly expired. A nar- a 
row bandage is over his eyes, and another over his mouth, to ; 
guard against the suffocating effects of smoke, By this means he 6 
he says he shall atone for the guilt of, his sins, and be made holysfor PAs. 
ever. The last half hour of the four hours, -his people say, he 
stands upright, and swings in a circular motion round the fire. - On 
coming down, he rolls himself in the hot ashes of the fire. The 
boys went to see him again in the evening,,when he was engaged & 
in his prayers, but to what or whom they could not tell. [ ask- 
ed my little congregation what they thought of all this; they sat 
silent, with their eyes cast down, and sighed heavily; at length A 
Anund turned to Matthew Phirodeen, and passing his arms round 
his neck, exclaimed with the most touching expression of affec- 
tion, as well as of gratitude to God—“Ah my brother! my brother! 
such devils once were we! but now, (and he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and elevated his whole person,) Jesus! Jesus! my God! 
my Saviour!”It was very affecting. 
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FROM THE BALTIMORE MORNING CHRONICLE. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Our African settlement at Cape Mesurado, we are happy te- 
learn, from the Agent of the Colonization Society, now in Balti- 
more, is in a thriving and prosperous way. Houses have been 
built for the natives, by which they will be protected from the rai- 
ny season.— They are now employed in the cultivation of cotton, 
indigo,,and other productions of the tropical climate——None of 
them are anxious to return, and harmony and good fellowship are 
generally prevalent. Another vessel it is expected will sail for 
that Colony during the present season; and we understand that pre- 
parations are now making for that event. We learn that our Col- 
ony is abundant in all the fruits of the tropical climate—that it is- 
auspicious to the growth of tea and coffee, those exotic idols of A- 
merican enjoyment. We have been.told so much of the burning 
suns of Africa, that we presume it will be acceptable to the public 
to become acquainted with facts on thjs subject. By a meteorolo- 
gical journal kept by Dr. Ayers on the island of Perseverance, at 
the mouth of the river Mesurado, it appears that from the 23d of 
January, to the 18th of February, the thermometer varied only 
» thirteen degrees; a change which frequently takes place at Balti- 

re in twenty-fours hours——During this time the variation was 
generally between 76 and 83. 








JEWISH EMIGRANTS. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 20.—A company of Jewish emigrants, eighty- 
four in number, passed through this city on Sunday morning, or 
their way to Ohio. We are informed,that they profess the Jewish 
faith, but what is most remarkableis, they all make up one family, 
consisting of grandfathers, grandmothers, sons, daughters, sons-in- 
law, daughters-in-law, grand childi &c. all connected. They 
appear to be rich for settlers, having brought with them from Ger- 
many, waggons, harnass, and various kinds of goods, wares and 
merchandise, sufficient to fill ten baggage waggons. In two of the 
waggons, it must be observed, they found room to deposit their chil- 
dren. The men and women trudged on foot. The long beards, 
broad brimmed hats, small clothes and short coats of the former, 
with the drugget bed gowmmand red umder-dress of the latter, gave 
the whole groupa singularity of aspect, such as was well calculate® 
to arrest the attention of the passing traveller. Union. 


FROM THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 


POWER OF PRAYER. 


* A Few years ago, a pious and eminent minister of the Baptist 
denomination was performing a preaching tour through the state 






























4822.] Annals of Moravianism. 408 


of Rhode-Island. Calling at the house of a pious deacon, where he 
tarried a night, he was informed that a young lady, on a visit at 
that time in the same family, was the subject of serious impressions, 
and had a desire, on the following Lord’s day, to submit to baptism. 
The preacher examined her, was satisfied with her experience, 
and it was resolved that on the Sabbath the rite should be admin- 
istered, 

* The father of the young lady,-a farmer, possessing considerable 
property, but an enemy to religion, heard that she was about to be 
baptized. He came to the house, with a resolution to beat her, 
and brought with him a weapon for the purpose. The females of 
the family dissuaded him from his unnatural and ungodly design. 
He could, however, become appeased only by their suffering him 
to take Catherine home with him. 

At a meetiog of the church, a short time afterwards, the vener- 
able deacon arose, and spoke to this effect: “My brethren, when 
Peter was confined in prision, ‘prayer was made without ceasing, of 
the church, unto God, for him;’ and he was delivered. Now, my 
brethren, our sister Catharine is as really bound, as though she 
were in a prison-house; I therefore recommend that a day may 
be set apart, on which we may assemble, and pour out our hearts 
unto God for her release.” al 

The proposal! was heartily approved, and the day determined 
When the brethren met, theirh earts were unusually drawn out. It 
seeined as though the heavens were opened, and a direct access 
obtuined to the throne of mercy. The services ended, the brethren 
separated for their respective homes. But who was it opened the 

It was Catharine herself. 
—“Catharine!” exclaimed the astonished deacon, “why, how 
came you here?”’—“] can scarcely tell you,” replied she; “but 
while you were at meeting this afternoon, my father, whose heart 
had appeared to me hard and relentless, came up from the field, 
and looking in at the door said, ‘Catharine, if you wish to be bap- 
tized, you may go and be baptized.” + 


“Prayer makes the darken’d cloud withdraw.” ” 


ANNALS OF MORAWIANISM. 


l cannot but remark, how much simplicity and effect go together 
‘in the annals of Moravianism. ‘The men of this truly interesting 
denomination address themselves exclusively to that principle of 
our nature, on which the proper influence of Christianity turns. 
Or, in other words, they take up the subjects of the gospel mes- 
sage, that message devised by Him, who knew what was in man, 
and who therefore knew how to make the right and the suitable 
2pplication toman. They urge the plain word of the testimony, 
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and they pray for a blessing from on high; and that thiek impassa- 
ble veil by which the god of the world blinds the hearts of men 
who believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel should enter 
into them—that veil, which no power of philosophy can draw 
aside, gives way to the demonstration of the Spirit; and thus it 
is, that a clear perception of *criptural truth, in all the freshness 
and permanency of its moral influences, are to be met with 
among men who have just emerged from the rudest and grossest 
barbarity, Oh! when one looks at the number and greatness of 
their achievements; when he thinks of the change they have 
made on materials so coarse, and so unpromising, when he eyes 
the villages they have formed; and around the whole of that en- 
gaging perspective, by which they have checkered and relieved 
the grim solitude of the desert, he witnesses the love and listens 
to the piety of reclaimed savages—who would not long to be in 
possession of the charm, by which they have wrought this wond- 
rous transformation?—who woutd not willingly exchange for it all 
the parade of human eloquence, and all the confidence of human 
argument ?—and for the wisdom of winning souls, who is their that 
would not rejoice to throw the loveliness of the song, and all the 
insignificancy of its passing fascinations away from him? 
Chalmers. 


oe 


FROM DR. MATHER’S “ESSAYS TO DO GOOD.” 
TO MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL. 


How much may be done, sirs, by your visits! It would be weil 
for you to impose it as a law upon yourselves; “never to make an unpro- 
fitable visit”—even when you pay a visit merely for civility or en- 
tertainment. It would be easy for you to observe this law: “that 
you will drop some sentence or other which may be good for the 
use of edifying, before you leave the company.” ‘There have 
been pastors who have been able to say, that they scarce ever 
went into a house among their people, without some essay or pur- 
pose to do good in the house before they left it. 

You may resolve to-visit all the families belonging to your con- 
gregation; taking one afternoon in each week for that purpose: 
and it may be proper fo give previous notice to each family, that 
you intend af’such a time to visit them. On visiting a family, you 
may endeavour, with addresses as forcible and as respectful as 
possible, to treat with every person about their everlasting inter- 
ests. First, you may discourse with the elder people upon such 
points as you think most proper with them. Especially charge 
them to maintain family prayer, and ebtain their promise of es- 
iablishing it, if it has hitherto been neglected; yea, pray with 
them, thut you may show them how to pray, as well as to obtain 
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their purposes for it. You may, likewise, press upon them the 
care of instructing their children and servants in the holy religion 
of our Saviour, to bring them up for him. If any with whom you 
should have spoken are absent, you may frequently leave one or 
two solemn texts of Scripture, which you may think most suitable 
for them; desiring some one present affectionately to remember 
you to them, and from you to recommend them to that oracle of 
God. You may then call for the children and servants; and put- 
ting them such questions of the Catechism as you think fit, you 
may, from their answers, make lively applications to’them, for en- 
gaging them to the fear of the Lord. You may frequently obtain 
from them, promises relating to secret pPayer,*reading of the 
Scriptures, and obedience to their parents and employers. Some 
of the younger people you may order to bring their Bibles, and 
read to you from thence two or three verses, to which you may 
direct them: this will try whether*or not they can read well. 
You may then encourage them to think on such things as you re- 
mark from the passage, and never to forget those “faithful say- 
ings” of God. You may sometimes leave with them some serious 
question, which you may tell them they shal! not answer to you, 
but to themselves; such as the following: “What have I been 
doing, ever since I came into the world, about the great errand 
upon which God sent me into the world?” “If God should now 
call me out of the world, what would become of me throughout 
eternal ages?” “Havel ever yet, by faith, carried a perishing 
soul to my only Saviour, both for righteousness and salvation?” 
You will enjoy a most wonderful presence of God with you im this 
undertaking; and will seldom leave a family without having obsery- 
ed many tears shed by all sorts of persons in it. As you can sel- 
com visit more than feur or five families in an afternoon, the work 
may be as laborious as any part of your ministry. My son, | ad- 
vise you to set a special value on that partof your ministry, which 
is to be discharged in pastoral visits. You will not only do good 

but also get good, by your conversation with all sorts of persons, 
in thus visiting them “from house to house.” And you will never 
more “walk in the spirit,” than when you thus walk among your 
flock, to do what you can amongst them. In your visits, an incred- 
ible deal of good may be done, by distributing little books of piety. 
You may, without expense, be furnished with such books, to suit all 
persons and circumstances: books for the old and for the young— 
for persons under afflictions or desertions—for persons who are un- 
der the power of particular vices—for those who neglect domestic 


religion—for seafaring persons—for the erroneous. You may re- 


markably enforce your admonitions, by leaving suitable books in 
the hands of those with whom you have conversed; you may give 
them to understand that you would be still considered as convers- 
ing with them by these books, after you have left them. + And in 
this way you may speak more than you have time to do in any per- 
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sonal interview; yea, sometimes more than you would wish to dv. 
By good books a salt of piety is scattered about a neighbourhood. 


STEWART ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
(Continued from page 334.) 


In page 14 of your Sermon, you inform us the method, in which 
you explain those passages, which seem to speak of the divine na- 
ture of Christ, .'The paragraph is as follows: 


“I am aware, that these remarks will be met by two or three 
texts, in which Christ is called God, and by a class of passages, not 
very numerous, in which divine properties are said to be ascribed 
to him. ‘T'o these we offer one plain answer. We say, that it is 
one of the most established and obvious principles of criticism, that 
language is to be explained. according to the known properties of 
the subject to which it is applied. Every man knows, that the 
same words convey very different ideas, when used in relation to 
different beings. Thus, Solomon built the temple in a different 
manner from the architect, whom he employed: and God repents 
differently from’man. Now, we maintain, that the known proper- 
ties and circumstances of Christ, his birth, suffering, and death, his 
constant habit of speaking of God as a distinct being from himself, 
his praying to God, his ascribing to God all his power and offices, 
these acknowledged properties of Christ, we say, oblige us to in- 
terpret the comparatively few passages, which are thought to make 
him the supreme God, in a manner consistent with his distinct and 
inferior nature. It is our duty to explain such texts, by the rule 
which we apply to other texts. in which human beings are called 
gods, and are said to be partakers of the divine nature, to know 
and possess all things, and to be filled with all God’s fulness. These 
latter passages we do not hesitate to modify, and restrain, and turn 
from the most obvious sense, because this sense is opposed to the 
known properties of the beings to whom they relate; and we main- 
iain, that we adhere to the same principle, and use no greater lati- 
tude, in explaining, as we do, the passages which are thought to 
support the Godhead of Christ.” 


I must hesitate however to adopt this principle, without examin- 
ing its nature and tendency. On the supposition that you admit 
the Bible to be a revelation from God, as you aver, permit me to 
ask, whether it is the object of a revelation to disclose truths which 
are wot known, or are insufficiently established; or whether is it 
the object of a revelation, to disclose truths already known and es- 
tablished? If you answer, The latter; then your answer denies, 
of course, that it is a Revelation. What the book of nature exhi- 
bits, the Scriptures donot reveal. Is there then, any thing in the 
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Scriptures, which the book of nature does not exhibit? If you con- 
cede this; then | ask, How are we, on your ground, to obtain any 
notion of that thing, which was unknown, before it was revealed? KE. 

., the resurrection of the body is revealed. Now it is a known pro- 
perty of the human body to corrupt and perish. Shall J, con- 
strue 2 passage of Scripture then in such a manner, as to con- 
tradict this known property? If not, then I can never suppose the 
resurrection of the body to be revealed. I however do construe 
the Scriptures, so as to contradict this apparently known proper- 
ty of the human body—following the obvious assertion of the sa- 
cred writers, and not allowing myself to force a constructive mean- 
ing upon their language. Yet, if | understand you, Pam at liberty, 
“to restraing and modify, and turn the words from their most obvi- 
ous sense,” because this sense is opposed to the known properties 
of the matter of which our bodies are composed. 

The case is just the same, in regard to any other fact or doc- 
trine. What I know already of a thing, is, if you are correct, “to 
modify, and restrain, and turn from their obvious sense,” the words 
which are employed in revealing it, beecause what is revealed, I 
suppose to be at variance with some known doctrines or properties. 
Is there not room here, for great caution, and great doubt, as to the 
correctness of your principle? 

According to this principle, moreover, the Scriptures may be 
construed very differently, by persons of different degrees of 
knowledge. One man knows the properties of things, far more 
extensively than his neighbour. He sees, that what is revealed 
may consist with known properties of things; but his neighbour, whe 
lacks this knowledge, is unable to perceive the consistency of re- 
velation with what he knows; and this, because his knowledge 
does not qualify him to judge, or because what he thinks he knows, 
he is really ignorant of. The same text in the Bible therefore, may 
be received by one, as a consistent part of Revelation, and reject- 
ed by the other. ‘The measure of a man’s knowledge, consequent- 
Ty, cannot be a proper test by which the meaning of Scripture is 
to be proved. 

But you will say, “I can never bélieve in the reality of a revela- 
tion, which contradicts my reason.” 1} accede. And here is the 
very place, where I find the greatest difficulty with your theory of 
interpretation. You donot seem to me to carry your objections 
back tothe proper place. If, God manifect in the flesh be an ab- 
surdity, a palpable contradiction—“an enormous tax upon human 
credulity,” as you aver: then the claims of the book which asserts 
this, are, no doubt, to be disregarded. What is palpable contra- 
diction, we certainly can never believe, 

But in determining what the Scriptures have taught, we have no 
right to say, that because any particular doctrine is repugnant to 
our views, therefore we will “modify and restrain, turn from the 
obvious sense,” the words in which it is conveyed. The rules of 
exegesis are net a mass of wax which can be moulded at pleasure, 
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into any shape that we may fancy. We do as great violence to 
reason—to the first principles of all reasoning, when we reject 
these rules, as when we admit absurdities to be true. 

In case an obscure term is used, I acknowledge that clear pas- 
sages relating to the same subject, are to be adduced to ascertain 
itsmeaning. if Christ had been simply called God, I should allow 
that this term might be explained, by its use as applied to inferior 
beings. But when the saered wrtiers themselves, have explained 
the meaning which they attach to it, by telling us that Christ is 
the God, who created and governs the world; who is omniscient 
and eternal; the object of religious worship and prayer; God over 
all, or supreme God: (not to mention “the true God,” and the 
“Great God;”).there is no law of exegesis, no method,of interpre- 
tation, which Can obscure their meaning, that is not violence—an 
infringement of the fundamental principles of interpretation, and 
therefore an abandonment of the first principles of our reason. It 
does appear to me, therefore, that my only resort in such a case 
«is, to reject their authority, if I disbelieve the doctrine. To say 

that they did not mean to teach what they most obviously have 
taught, | cannot, must not. .No book can be understood; no wri- 
ter can be interpreted at all, by such a rule of exegesis, without 
forcing upon him*the opinions of his readers. My system of phil- 
osophy, we will say, differs from yours. What you view to be a 
palpable contradiction and absurdity, I view as rational and consist- 
ent. This, we know, is not an uncommon fact. In reading a 
book then, that respects the subject of our diflering opinions, you 
liold yourself bound to construe it, so as to save all that appears 
‘to ydu contradictory, or absurd; | interpret it, just as its language 
obviously means, by the common laws of exegesis, which do not de- 
pend on my philosophy. This book then, may have two different 
meanings, according to us, in the same passages. Is thisso? Can 
it be? Or rather, are not the laws of interpretation independent 
of you or me? If not, how can the meaning of any writer be ever 
obtained ? 

You and I differ, as to what John has taught in the first chapter 
of his gospel. I commence reading him, with the full conviction 
that I cannot determine a priori, in all respects, what the nature 
of God and Christ is; and with the belief that John wrote what is 
a revelation from heaven. I read John, and interpret him just as 
{ do any other author, ancient or modern, by the general rules of 
exegesis, modified by the special circumstances and dialect in 
which. he wrote. lam as well satisfied that he meant to assert 
the truly divine nature of the Logos, as I am that he has made any 
assertion at all. I receive this assertion, therefore, as declaring 2 
fact, which Lought to believe; and which, if I admit his inspira- 
tion, I must believe. In the same maner | treat all other passages, 
which respect this subject. I come in this way to the conclusion, 
that Christ is truly divine; that he has a.human and divine nature 
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so united, (I undertake not to tell in what manner,) that he speaks 
of either nature as himself. The passages which seem to imply 
has inferiority to God, I findto be capable of explanation, without 
contradiction, or doing violence to the language, by the obvious 
fact that he has two natures united, which the sacred writers seem 
to me so plainly to inculcate. In this way, I find one consistent 
whole. 1 save the laws of exegesis. I admit, indeed, on the au- 
thority of revelation, doctrines which natural religion never taught- 
but why should not a revelation teach something, which natural reli; 
gion did not? : > 

Here then I take my stand. I abide by the simple declarations of 
the New Testament writers, interpreted by the common laws of las- 
guage. My views reconcile all the seeming discrepancies of dis- 
cription in regard to Christ, without doing violence to the language 
of any. [can believe, and do believe, that the sacred writers are 
consistent, witiiout any explanation but such as the laws of inter- 
pretation admit and require. " 

On the other hand; when you read the first of John, you say, 
The known properties of Christ must modify the description. How 
then are those properties known? By the same writer; the same 
authority; the same revelation. But what can give to one part of 
John’s book, any more credit than to the other part? You will 
Say, you can understand better how Christ can he inferior to God, 
than how he can be divine. Granting this might be the case—is a 
revelation merely to teach us things which are obvious: or may it 
disclose those which are more difficult, and cannot be discovered 
by unassisted reason? If the latter; how can you aver, that 
.Christ may not be revealed as a divine person? To show a priort 
that this is impossible, or absurd, is really out of the question. The 
religion of nature teaches nothing for or against this fact. The 
simple question then is, What has John said? not what your philo 
' sophy may lead you to regard as probable, or improbable. And f 


must be allowed to say again, If John has not taught us that Christ is . 


truly divine, I am utterly unable by the laws of exegesis, to make 
out that he has asserted any thing in his whole gospel. 

If I believed then, as you do, that a Saviour with a human and 
divine nature, is “an enormous tax, on human credulity,” I should 
certainly reject the authority of John. To violate the laws of 
exegesis in order to save his credit, I could regard, with my pre- 
sent views, as nothing more than striving to keepup a fictitious be- 
lief in divine revelation. It is what I cannot do; and what no man 
ought todo. It would be impossible for me, with your views, to 
hesitate at all, about giving up entirely the old idea of the divine 
inspiration and authority of the sacred books. How can they be 
divine, if they teach palpmble absurdities? And that they do teach, 
what you call palpable absurdities, | feel quite satisfied can be am- 
ply proved from the simple appkcation of the laws of interpreta 
tion. 

You have, however, undertaken to vindigate your method of con- 
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struing the Scriptures, by intimating the necessity of interpreting 
several seemingly unlimited assertions, in respect to Christians, in 
the same way as you do many in respect to Christ. “Recollect,” 
you say, “the unqualified manner in which it said of Christians, 
that they possess all things, and do all things.” And again, in order 
to show how we may “modify and restrain, and turn from the obvi- 
ous sense,” the passages that respect the divinity of Christ; you 
say, “It is our duty to explain euch texts, by the rule which we ap- 
ply to other texts, in which human beings are called gods, and are 
said to be rs of the divine nature, to know and possess al! 
things, and to be filled with all God’s fulness.” 

I have already examined the manner, in which the Bible calls men 
gods. There is.and can be no mistake here; for instead of attribu-- 
ting to them divine attributes, it always accompanies the appellations 
with such adjuncts, as guard against mistake. It does not call any 
man God; and then add, that the God is meant, who is the Creator 
of the-Universe. 

Nor does the New Testament, any where call men God. Will 
you produce the instance; unless it be in the ease of Christ, which 
is the case in question? But that the appellation here is bestowed 
under circumstances totally diverse from those, in which it is applied 
to men in the Old"Testament, is a fact too obvious to need further 
explanation. The Hebrew word Elohim had plainly a latitude 
more extensive, i. e. it was capable of a greater variety of use 
than the Greek word Theos. Can you produce from the Greek 
Scriptures, i.e. the New Testament, an instance where Theos is 
applied to any man whatever? 

In regard to the assertion, “that Christians are made partakers 
of the divine nature,” (2 Pet. i. 4:) a mistake about the meaning is 
searcely possible. “Whereby (i. e. by the gospel,) are given unte 
us,” says the apostle, “exceeding great and precious promises, that 
BY THESE ye might he partakers of the divine nature.” But how? 
He answers this question. “Having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust.” That is, by moral purification you wilT 
become assimilated to God, or partakers of that holy nature, whick 
he possesses. Does the context here aflord any ground for mis- 
take? 

In 4 John ii. 20, Christians are said to have “an unction from the 
Holy One, and to know all things.” In the preceding verse, the apos- 
tle had been describing apostates, who forsook the Christian causeg 
because they were not sincerely attached toit. The case of real 
Christians, who have an unction fram the Holy One, is different. 
They “know all things.” And what means this? The sequel ex- 


plains it. “Ihave not written unto you,” says he, “because ye know 
not the truth: but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.”” 
To “know all things,” then, piainly means here, to know all that 
pertains to Christian doctrine and duty, so as to persevere, and not. 
to apostatize from the truth, as others had done. 
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Is this however, asserting, (as you affirm in your Sermon,) in “an 
unqualified manner, that Christians know all things?” 

In John xiv. 26,the Holy Ghost is promised. to the apostles, “to 
teach them all things, and to bring all things te their remembrance 
whatsoever Christ had said unto them.” Again, John xvi. 23, the 
“Spirit of truth is promised to guide the disciples into all truth;” 
and in 1 John ii. 27, the anointing which Christians have received, 
is said to “teach them all things.” In all these cases, the context 
leaves no room to doubt, that “all things essential to Christian doc- 
trine and practice” is meant. No person, I presume, ever under- 
stood these passages as meaning, that the apostles or Christians 
should be endowed with omniscience. 

Yet in the other case, where Christ ‘is asserted to be God, the 

. context is such, that the great body of Christians, in every age, 

have understood the sacred writers as asserting that he was traly 
divine. Is there no difference between the two cases? You make 
them indeed the same, in respect to the principle of interpretation. 
To my mind, the difference is this; that ‘in the one case, the ad- 
Juncts prevent you from ascribing omniscience to Christians; in the 
other, they lead you necessarily to ascribe divine properties to Christ, 
unless you “turn their meaning from the» obvious sense,” so far as 
to transgress the fundamental maxims of interpreting language. 

In 1 Cor: iii. 22, the apostle says to the Corinthian churches, 
‘“‘All things are yours;” and the same apostle Speaks of himself, 

a (2 Cor. vi. 10) as “having nothing, yet possessing all things.” In 
the first case, the context adds, “Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come—all are yours; and ye are Christ’s;” i. e. simply, (when the 
phraseology is construed as elsewhere,) let no man glory in this or 
that particular teacher; all teachers belong to the Church, and 
all things in thé present and future world will minister to the good 
of the Church; why should you covet exclusive individual pos- 
sessions, when you have an interest in the whole? Refrain, there- 
fore, from the spirit of jealousy and contention. 

1S The second case is merely antithesis. The apostle evidently 
asserts, (compare the context,) that although he has little indeed 
of this world’s good, yet he possesses a far more excellent and 
satisfactory good, in comparison of which all else is nothing: In 
the same sense, we every day speak of a man’s all; meaning that 
which he most desires and loves best. 

I can no more see here, than in the other instances already dis- 
cussed, why you should affirm, that Christians are said “in an wn- 
qualified manner to possess all things.” 

One expression still remains. In Eph. iii. 19, the aposite exhi- 
bits his fervent wishes, that the Christians of Ephesus might “be 
filled with all the fulness of God.” By comparing this expres- 
sion, as applied to Christ in Col. i. 19, ii. 9, with John i144, 16, 
and Eph. i. 23, it appears evident, that by the fulness of God, is 
meant the abundant gifts and graces, which were bestowed on 
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Christ, and through him upon his disciples; John i. 16. Eph. i. 
. 23. When Paul prays, therefore, that the Church at Ephesus 
might be “filled with the fulness of God;” he prays simply, that 
they mighttbe abundantly replenished with thé gifts and graces, 
peculiar to the Christian religion. But how does such an affirma- 
tion concern the principle of exegesis in question? 

I am well satisfied, that the course of reasoning in which you 
have embarked, and the principle, now in question, by which you 
explain away the divinity of the Saviour, must lead most men who 
approve of them, eventually to the conclusion, that the Bible is 
not of divine origin, and does not oblige us to belief or obedience. 
I do not aver, that they will lead you there. You have more se- 
rious views of the importance of religion, than many, perhaps, of 
those who speculate with you. Consistency with your present 
views, will afford strong inducement, not to give up the divine au- 
thority of the Scriptures. But are there not some, who embrace 
Unitarian sentiments, that have no inconsistency to fear, by adopt- 
ing such an opinion? Deeming what you have publicly taught 
them, to be true, viz., that it is “no crime to believe with Mr. Bel- 
sham,” who declares, that the Scriptures are not the word of God; 
feeling the inconsistency, (as I am certain some of them will and 
do feel it,) of violating the rules of interpretation, in order to make 
the apostles speak, as in their apprehension they ought to speak; 
and unable to reconcile what the apostles say, with their own views; 
will it not be natural to throw off the restraints which the old ideas 
of the inspiration and infallibility of the Scriptures impose upon 
them, and receive them simply on the ground on which they 
place any other writings of a moral and religious nature? 

I make no pretensions to uncommon foresight, in regard to this 
subject. I certainly do not say these things with invidious de- 
signs, and for the sake of kindling the fire of contention. Very 
far from it. On the contrary; | fear that the parties now contend- 
ing here, will not cease to contend, until this ground be openly ta- 
ken. Tor myself, lL regard it as more desirable, in many points of 
view, that the authority of the Scripture should at once be cast 
off, and its claims tom@livine inspiration rejected ; than that such rules 
of exegesis should be introduced, as to make the Scriptures speak, 
against their obvious meaning, whatever any party may desire. 
Avowed unbeliet in the divine authority of the Scriptures can ne- 
ver continue long, as I would fain believe, in the present day of 
light and examination. Such a state of things may pass away, 
with the generation who act in it. But it is a more diflicult mat- 
ter to purge away the stain, which Christianity may contract by 
violated laws of interpretation. ‘Those who do thus violate these 
Jaws, may obtain and hold, for a long time, great influence over 
the mass of people, who are not accustomed tu examine, in a crit- 
ical manner, the nicer points of theology. !f opponents to this 
method of interpretation, lift up the voice of warning, they may 
pot he heard. They are liable to the imputation of bigotry, or 
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illiberality, OP ignorance. But when men professedly cast off 
their respect to the authority of the Scriptures, the case becomes 
different, and the great body of plain and sober people will re- 
volt. ¢ * ’ 


’ 





EXTRACTS FROM TUE 


FOURTEENTH REPORT OF THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR 
PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, ON THE SD OF MAY, 1822. 


Poland. 


Ir was stated in the last Report, that the Rev. B. N. Solomon, 
having completed his translation of the New Testament into the 
Polish Hebrew, was about to return to Poland, to exercise his min- 
istry amongst the numerous Jews in that country. In pursuance 
of this determination, Mr. Solomon left England on the 21st of 
May, accompanied by Mr. M‘Caul, of Dublin Collegé, one of the 
students in the seminary. It was judged advisable that they should 
spend a short time in Holland, on their way to the place of their 
destination; and, accordingly, having arrived af Amst@*dam on the 
29th, they immediately engaged in measures for the benefit of the 
Jews in that city, and were concerting public plans of usefulness 
among them, when Mr. Solomon most unexpectedly quitted his 
companion, and his undertaking, without assigning any other rea- 
eon for so doing, than the sudden impulse of uncontrolable motives. 
No authentic information has yet reached the Committee; they 
have, however, no right to suspect that he has been influenced by 
mercenary motives; and while they mourn over his defection 
from the cause, they feel, that “it is still matter of consolation, 
that they have at present no grounds to think that it has been oc- 
casioned by apostay from the faith of the gospel.” The service 
he rendered to the Institution by his translation of the New Tes- 
tament into the dialect of the Polish Jews, was unquestionably 
great—and your committee cannot but earnéatly commend him to 
the gracious protection of that Saviour, whom they would still 
hope, that it is his purpose to serve. Mr. M‘Caul, without delay, 
pursued his journey to Warsaw; where he found, immediately on 
his arrival, ample opportunities of commencing the business of his 
mission. As soon as it was known that he had Tracts to distribute, 
numbers of Jews came successively to his lodging to ask for them: 
many of them asking for the New Testament also. - By these vis- 
its, occasions were afforded him of entering into conversation with 
the applicants, which he failed not to improve. “One Jew,” Mr 
M‘Caul writes, “the first to whom I lent a Tract, came and con- 
versed with me for above an hour. I disputed not with him; but 
proved io him out of the Old Testament, that he isa sinner under the 
eurse of God, and I was enabled make him to confess that Ispoke the 
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truth.- I then showed him, also out of the Old Testament, the ne- 
cessity of regeneration: at this doctrine he expressed much aston- 
ishment, and also much anxiety to learn how he should obtain the 
new heart» This I told him out of the New Tastament, and held 
forth Jesus as the Redeemer from the curse of the law. The ye- 
sult of this conversation was, that he borrowed the only Jewish- 
German New Testament we had with us. In the conclusion of this 
letter Mr. M‘Caul says, “I have had much occasion to speak to the 
Jews all the words of this life; I have found them not only willing, 
but anxious, perhaps curious, to hear what thisibabbler should say. 
“The eagerness of the Jews here to receive books, and their wil- 
lingness to hear, together with their miserable forlorn condition, 
and their great numbers, have induced me to think that Warsaw 
would be a more promising field of usefulness, either for me, or 
any other person to be employed in.” 

Fully coinciding with Mr. M‘Caul in his views of the importance 
of Warsaw as a Missionary station, the Committee, in October, 
sent out to join him there, Mr. Becker, a young man of a Christian 
spirit, who Had been for some time resident in the seminary at Stan- 
stead, and had-approved himself worthy of confidence. 

In the course of his journey to Warsaw, Mr. Becker diligently 
cultivated! the oppértunities aflorded him of promoting the objects 
of the Society, both among Jews and Gentiles; imparting Christian 
instruction to the former, and endeavouring to interest the latter 
in the spiritual concerns of their Jewish brethren. In his conversa- 
tion with Jews, he met with not a few encouraging instances, one 
or two shall be here mentioned, as manifesting, in conjunction with 
many similar testimonies, the ready disposition which the Jews 
every where evince to receive Christian instruction. 

“On the road to Posen, I-had opportunity to distribute tracts 
2mong some Jews, who received them gladly. I can hardly de- 
scrive the joy | had after conversing with several Jews at 
Ope of them was a rabbi, and just engaged with his pupils, nine- 
teen in number; though I showed myself unwilling to detain him, 
vet he desired me to take a chair, and we had, at least, half an 
hour’s conversation together, on the subject of the first coming of 
- the Messiah, on the absurdity of the Talmud, &c. before his pupils. 

* When Mr. Way had been here he had given him a copy of the 

Prophets, and a New Testament, which he still preserved, and 
caid, he had read them with consideration. He asked whether I 
had no new publications, and wished very much for a New Testa- 
ment for some other person, which I gave him, and also some 
tracts. We took leave as affectionately as if we had been brothers, 
and even, though a Jew, he did not fail to salute me with a kiss of 
charity. 

“AL I arrived the following day; being detained there for 
twelve hows by the post, Ihad another conversation with several 
Jews, which greatly rejoiced my heart. One was a fine young man 
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who had studied under the rabbi in that place. The modest look 
of this man, his amiable countenance, and his whole character, tes- 
tified his sincerity of mind. He wished to have a New Testament, 
and Iam sure he will make a good use of it; the rabbi and the 
son of the landlord desired me to give them one too, they both 
» would be satisfied with one. 1 fulfilled their desire. 
“At another place,” Mr. B. says, “during the time the post stop- 
, [took the remainder of my tracts, and went into the place. 
en I had come a little way, I saw some Jews standing together, 
whom I approached offering them my books forsale. Whilst they 
were leoking at them, and asking the price, their number rapidly 
increased, and in a little time, more than twenty Jews Surrounded 
me, all acking for tracts. 1 did not then take any money, as | wish- 
ed chiefly to have an opportunity of speaking to them, by offering 
the tracts for sale. I distributed between twenty and thirty tracts, 
amongst about as many Jews, in less than twenty minutes” time, 
giving German to those that understood that language, where the 
Hebrew did not suffice. One man, who had got one in Hebrew, 
very soon returned, wishing to have one Jewish German for his 
wife.” 

Mr. Becker reached Warsaw on Christmas-day. 

In the mean time his fellow-labourer, Mr. M‘Caul, had been 
steadily prosecuting his work among the Jewish inhabitants of 
Warsaw, who are very numerous. In a letter, dated October 17, 
he thus writes: 

“On the feast of the Jewish New Year I visited Praag, a ruined’ 
fortress, immediately on the other side of the Vistula. ‘There al- 
most all the inhabitants are Jews, and there dwells the head rabbi. 
In every direction were to be seen groups of Jews in their white 
robes, which they always wear on the Day of Atonement, with 
the Talas, or veil, on their heads. On Tuesday, Oct. 9, I received 


fifty Hebrew New Testaments, 200 copies of Rev. D. Wilson’s’ 


Sermon in German, and some thousands of Cards. [ lost no time, 
but immediately set out for Praag, with a New Testament in my 
pocket for the rabbi. He, however, refused to have any conversa- 
tion with me, and also refused to accept of the New Testament. 
Some of his students seemed very eager to see it, but he would not 
permit them. The first day of the feast of Tabernacles,"I called 
on a young Jew with whom I have formed an acquaintance. He 
introduced me into a large company of Jews and Jewesses, assem- 
bled ina Tabernacle. 1 was received with the greatest politeness, 
placed at a table next to htm who appéared master of the ceremo- 
nies, and shortly after I was seated he began to speak of the Messi- 
ah. This gave me the opportunity that | wished. | imediately 
showed them what are the offices of the Messiah. He heard me 
with the greatest attention; when I had finished, I said, that if they 
wished to read-something about the Messiah, i had some printed 
enrds.containing something about him. When | pulled them out of 
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my pocket, all the persons in the Tabernacle came to receive 
them. Indeed, the’only refusal that I have experienced was from 
the Rabbi in Praag.” And even this Rabbi, Mr. M‘Caul, in another 
letter says, afterwards read the New Testament, together with one 
of his pupils who had purchased one. 

Mr. M‘Caul proceeds: —“The Jewish nation appears to me to be 
ready to receive any impression, either good or bad, that may be 
presented. They appear to feel that there is a void in their hea 
that can only be filled up by vital religion, and they also seem 
very sensible of their want of instruction; foF this reason, in my 
conversations, I always press them very much with their ignorance’ 
of their own religion; and to this cause I also attribute the eager- 
ness with which they demand cards and books. On the Jewish 
gnarket lives an old Jewess, who has a shop there. To her I go once 
or twice every week. So soon as the neighbouring Jews know that | 
am there, her shop is filled with persons asking for cards. The wo- 
men especially, even those who cannot read, say, that they will 
procure somebody to read for them. I have no doubt that the , 
most extensive good might be done amongst the Jewish women, by 
the distribution of Solomon’s Testament. [have found very many 
persons inclined to Christianity, but afraid to declare themselves 
Openly. Besides, some persons have applied to me through Jacobi, 
stating, that they would wish to receive instruction, and to be bap- 
tized.” 

In a subsequent letter, dated Dec. 5, Mr. M‘Caul gives the fol- 
lowing pleasing account of the success which he had met with in the 
distribution of tracts, at a great fair at Warsaw, to which many 
Jews, from a distance, resort: 

‘“Tuesday morning I went into the fair with seven tracts in my 
pocket, to make a beginning. I offered one to a Jew; I then walk- 
ed ona little; in about ten minutes I returned to the same place. 
The Jew was standing reading, surrounded by many others; so 
soon as he saw me, he said, That’s the gentleman. The Jews im- 
mediately left him, and came to me, asking for tracts; in a moment 
the remaining six were disposed of. Wednesday morning, | re- 
turned to the fair, having seventeen tracts; I had not the trouble 
of offering one, as the Jews immediately recognized me, and came 
to me of themselves. Thursday morning | disposed of 24 in the 
same way. Friday, 1 went twice. The moment I was perceived, 
I was completely surrounded by Jews soliciting books:—then I gave 
away 45. I had taken the precaution each day of telling my ad- 
dress to every one who asked for a tract. This had the desired ef- 
fect. Saturday, being their Sabbath, they began to come about 
eight o’clock, and my lodging was literally full until after dark. 
Sunday the same; Monday still more so; yesterday not quite so 
much, and to-day still less; however, I have no reason to complain, 
as, since; Monday se’nnight, I have distributed 868 tracts; and, 
smce last Saturday, about 490 Jews, men, women gnd children, 
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have called on me for books. Many of these were teachers, and 
solicited tracts for the use of their schools, and if [ had been wil- 
ling to give Testaments to all that asked for them, I should have 
disposed of my whole stock. I have been cautious in giving them 
away: Iam endeavouring to sell them, as what a Jew buys, he val- 
yes more than what is givenhim. I have sold a few, some fortwo 
florins, Polish, 7. e. about a shilling, some for four florins. 

“To some persons who could give a good account of the tracts, 
1Yéut Testaments. A Jew from Conski, a towm sixteen German 
miles from here, came to me this evening to buy a Testament. He 
received two tracts, one was that containing the passages relating 
to the Messiah, out of the Old Testament, compared with the pas- 
sages out of the New Testament, shewing their accomplishment. 
He said, this tract pleased him very much; that he had always 
been accustomed to read the Prophets, and had never been able te 
get over those passages; that, therefore, he wished to have a New 
‘Testament to satisfy his mind. He also told me, that at 
there is a Society consisting of ten Jews, who meet together, to 
seek the truth; that they meet in secret for fear of the Jews.” 
Mr. M‘Caul having proposed to visit other parts of Poland, in com- 
pany with Mr. Becker, your committee fully approved of the in- 
tention, and have since received a most gratifying account of+the 
encouragement which they met with on their excursion. The 
first place which they visited was Posen, Prussian Poland; where 
baving, without difficulty, obtained the sanction of the Prussian 
government, accompanied with the expression of a “wish for good 
success to their undertaking,” they began to distribute books: with 
what effect, the following extract from their letter will show:— 
“We gave tracts to some Jews who were passing by; they began 
to read them before the window; this attracted other Jews, whe 
came in to request some for themselves; in a few minutes there 
were about thirty Jews satisfied. In less than ten minutes after we 
began, our room was completely filled, or rather crammed, the 
hall the same, and a great crowd before the house, clamorously 
asking for tracts: we gave away about a hundred. The crowd 
then became so great that, in self-defence, we were obliged to 
stop. On Monday it wodld have been the same, had not the go- 
vernment kindly sent us a gendarme, through whose aid we were 
enabled to keep up order, letting come a few only in our room at 
once. This lasted from half-past eight in the morning till twelve. 
Tuesday, the concourse of Jews was nearly as great as the day 
before, and, of Christians still greater. About three hundred 
tracts at least, and upwards of thirty ‘Testaments, have been dis- 
tributed to Jews, and nearly two hundred sermons on the conver- 
sion of the Jews to Christians—most of the respectable people in 
Posen sending for copies, amongst them also the Archbishop.” 

Your Committee cannot forbear quoting the werds.of one of 


your vice-presidents, now abroad, who, in communicating this intel- 
Ver. L. 53 








418 London Jews’ Society. [Dec. 


ligence, remarks, “Their account would, a very few years past, 
have been incredible. Strange Christian missionaries go into a 
place full of Jews, to whom they are unknown, but they proclaim 
the gospel, and are shortly, in consequence, obliged to obtain mil- 
itary aid of the civil power, for their protection; every one will 
suppose, to save them from the fury of the enraged and bigotted 
Israelites. No! itis that they may not be trodden down by the 
crowd of the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, rushing on 
them for the tidings of salvation, through that Messiah whom their 
fathers rejected.” 

Other very pleasing occurrences attended this visit of the Mis- 
sionaries to Posen—“We were gratified by a visit from a Roman 
Catholic Priest; he evidently took great interest in every thing 
concerning the extension of the kingdom of Christ, especially in 
the accounts which we were able to give him of the desires of the 
Jews to possess Testaments—in return he communicated to us the 
pleasing inteHigence that he superintends three Schools, where 400 
children attend, many of whom are the children of Jews. He him- 
self instructs them in religion; and the Bible, the Old and New 
Testaments, without note or comment, is his text-book. In the 
evening thirteen Christians came to us, at six o'clock, to offer up 
with'us our-united prayers to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, to remove the veil from the eyes of his ancient people—one 
Jew also was present. Our Christian friends were chiefly mem- 
bers of the Committee of the Bible Society. The garrison clergy- 
man also attedded; and, when Becker ceased to speak, stood up 
and spoke out of the overflowing of his heart; he described, in the 
most pathetic language, the unchristian manner in which Chris- 
tians had treated their Jewish brethren?te He then exhorted those 
who were present to atone for their past negligence, by now, at 
least, exerting all their endeavours to bring back the wandering 
Jew: he coneluded by prayer. It is impossible to describe the joy 
which we felt to hear this servant of Christ pleading the cause of 
the Jews, with a fervour that would have done honour to its oldest 
advocates. 

The information received. from Mr. M‘Caul and Mr. Becker has 
fully confirmed the views expressed by Pinkerton, during his late 
visit to this country. He stated that in a district comprehending 
Russian and Austrian Poland, and a part of Turkey, there at least 
three millions of. Jews, among whom there is an unusual spirit of 
inquiry upon the subject of Christianity, and a readiness to receive 
the New Testament which surpasses*expectation. As he himself 
travelled through their town, they would often exclaim, “Here 
comes the Bible man, and he will give us Hebrew New Testa- 
ments.” 

In confirmation of this statement, Dr. P. read an extract of a 
letter lately received from the Rev. Drs. Henderson and Patter- 
son, who were, at the time of writing it, in the heart of this dis 
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trict. They wrote that at “one place, where there were 16,000 
Jews resident, they found a Bible Society in active operation, to 
which several Jews subscribed, and not only purchased copies of 
the Old Testament, but seemed anxious also to obtain the New.” 
They stated, likewise, that in the course of their progress they 
were furnished with the most convincing proofs of the eagerness of that 
people to receive and read the testimony of the Messiah; in one town 
their lodgings were almost besieged by the Jews, applying for He- 
brew New Testaments; and, in a settlement of Karaite Jews which 
they visited, they found the New Testament not only in general 
circulation, but read without prejudice, and spoken of by the Rab- 
bi himself, in the presence of a large company, in terms of the 
highest respect. 

Your Committee cannot quit this part of the subject without no- 
ticing a fact which, in its results, will be peculiarly favourable to 
the eflorts of the Society amongst the Jews in Poland. This is the 
abolition, in the early part of the present year, by an edict of his 
Imperial Majesty, of the Kahals, or Rabbinical Institutiens, which 
have long operated as a barrier to the progress.of the Jews in civ- 
ilization and knowledge. 

This event was communicated te the Committee in a letter from 
a valuvble correspondent abroad, already alluded to, of which the 
followine is an extract:— : 

“! helieve I told you lately that the Emperor of Rassia has issu- 
ed an edict breaking up the Kahals, or Rabbinical Institutions, in 
Poland. and that I am informed this will destroy the Rabbinical 
yoke which has weighed so cruelly on the neck of Israel, and been 
the main impediment to their conversion to the faith of Christ; an 
event, at this moment, wenderful, most important, and deserving of 
all attention and admiration. It is remarkable also, and very preg- 
nant in conclusion, that this is done #o relieve the Jews. The pre- 
face to the Law by the Emperor says,—In order to prevent the com- 
plaints which are continually sent in from all sides by the Jews, of 
the oppressions of, and encroachments on, the poor, by the hither- 
to existing Kahals, or elders of the Jews, we have, after duly con- 
sidering the representations of the commission ef regency, with re- 
spect to the necessity of abolishing these Kahals, and the intro- 
duction of supervision by the Synagogues, determined, and here- 
by decree as follows: With the day of the publication of thi§ Edict, 
all the Kahals which have existed in the Jewish communities of 
our towns are dissolved. The law was signed on the 1st of Janua- 
zy, 1822, and appeared in the Warsaw Gazette.” 


Prusgia. 

A Society for promoting Chrightnity among the Jews has beet 
established at Berlin, under the express sanction of his Prussian Ma- 
jesty. ‘This gratifying imtelligenee was recently communicated in 
a letter to your President, from Major-G@neral Witzleben, Presi- 
dent of the New Society, inclosing a copy of their rules, and of 2 
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pious address, in which the objects and constitution of the Society 
were made known to the public. 


Germany. 


Of the important opening made, by the providence of God, for 
the Society’s operations at Leipsic, and of the designation of Mr. 
Smith as a Missionary to that city, mention was made in the last 
Report. Your Committee have now the satisfaction of informing 
you that they have been enabled to occupy another Missionary sta- 
tion, with encouraging prospects of usefulness, in that part of Ger- 
many, viz. at Dresden. Having determined, on mature considera- 
tion, to appoint to this station, Mr. Goldberg, the converted Jewish 
schoolmaster, whose baptism was mentioned in your last Report, 
and of the consistency of whose conduct the most decisive testimo- 
nies continued to be received; the Committee directed Mr. Smith 
to accompany him thither from Leipsic, and to assist in his estab- 
lishment. On their way to Dresden, Mr. Smith was gratified by 
hearing from many Jews, that they read the books of the Society 
in secret, and that they were fully convinced of the truth of Chris- 
tianity; they even added that they worshipped Christ as the Mes- 
siah promised to their fathers; but that as many of them were part- 
ly, others totally, dependent upon the Jews, they durst not make 
an open confession of their faith. 


Denmark. 


Very pleasing intelligence respecting the state of the Jews in 
Denmark, has been communicated through the medium of your 
Foreign Secretary, who visited that and the adjacent territories of 
Sweden and Norway, during last summer, in the joint service of 
this Society and the British and Foreign Bible Society. He found 
the Jewish inhabitants in Holstein and Denmark not only protect- 
ed by the government, but enjoying the benefit of a very liberal ad- 
ministration in their favour, Several measures had been adopted, 
tending to their moral and civil improvement. Some new arrange- 
ments also aflecting the state of religion amongst them, which had 
been introduced bythe government, had not only not been opposed 
hy the Jews, but had met with their cordial concurrence.” The Se- 
cretanp justly regards these and other circumstances which engag- 
ed his attention, as indicating “a general tendency among that 
people toward agreat change of their religious state,” 


Tunis. 


“I conclude these observationg,” says a writer, “by mentioning 
to your Society another remarkpble instance of the general stir 
among the Jews. A Tunis Jew wrote lately from Tunis to a friend 
of mine, (Professor Habicht,) in Breslau, in Arabic:— 

“I received lately, dgar Jrother, copiés of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, (who is to he prajsed,) in Nebrew. I confees to you, my 
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dear friend, what I communicated already to others, since, a consi- 
derable time, that | am wholly persuaded that Jesus Christ is the 
Messiah. ‘The Gospel is a grand book, whose precepts are excel- 
lent, and resting on the principles of common sense. I remark, 
that the Gospel is now in the hands of many Jews, for it was never 
before seen in the sacred tongue. Many Jews are of the same 
opinion with me respecting the Messiah, and I am of the opinion, 
that a great discord wiil soon arise between these Jews and the Phar- 
isean Jews.” 

This is certainly, as our correspondent remarks, a most interest- 
ing fact. Would to God that a courageous and wise man might ap- 
pear now in the streets of Tunis, and speak, asa second Paul, of 
the heavenly truth!—The statement is the more favourable, be- 
cause the above mentioned Jew is purser to the Verzier of the Dey 
of Tunis, and of consequence, a man of some rank. 


Jerusalem. 


It was stated in the last Report, that Mr. Wolff, a converted Jew, 
who had spent some time in this country, under the direction of 
your Committee, had sailed for Jerusalem, on a mission to his 
brethren, the expense of which had been generously undertaken 
by a pious individual. Frequent and copious accounts of his pro- 
ceedings on his way to the ultimate scene of his labours, have, 
through the kindness of his patron, been communicated to the Com- 
mittee. And the most ialeiakace testimonies to the consistency of 
his conduct have also reached them, from gentlemen residing in 
the places at which he has touched, It is truly gratifying to find, 
that his zealous endeavours have, in general, met with a.kind and 
encouraging reception from Jews of all ranks, with whom he 
has freely und fully conversed, and amongst whom he has circula- 
ted numerous copies of the Llebrew New ‘Testament, and of other 
Christian publications. 

The last account left him on his journey from Cairo into Palestine. 
Many prayers, your committe trust, will be offered up for him. 
May the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, be with him, and 
open him a way to the hearts of his brethren in Jerusalem! 


Madras. 


Your attention is now requested, finally, to the communications, 
received since the last anniversary, from Madras. It was then 
inentioned, that Mr, Sargon, a Jewish convert of approved sinceri- 
ty, was about to proceed on a visit to his native place, Cochin, on 
the Malabar coast, near Which there is a town almost wholly in- 
shabited by Jews, forming two distinct classes, under the names of 
Black and White Jews. He was received by his family and coun- 
(rymen in general, with an unexpected degree of kindness; was 

; rermitted to discuss with freedom the leading points of difference 
etween them and Christians; gave several tracts and portions of: 
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the Old and New Testaments to Jews eagerly applying for them, 
some of whom came from distant countries, and had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing a spirit of inquiry, and a disposition to search the 
Scriptures, excited among them, not without evidences of convic- 
tion in some. On his return to Madras, a measure was adopted, the 
intelligence of which has afforded sincere pleasure to your Commit- 
tee—the formation of a Corresponding Committee, in connexion 
with this Society, of which the venerable the Archdeacon of Ma- 
dras is President, and the Company’s three chaplains, together with 
some other gentlemen of the first respectability, in the civil and 
military Departments, are members. ‘I‘his Committee began their 
operations by cireulating an able and interesting address, in which 
their more immediate object is stated to be the formation of Schools 
at Cochin, for the instruction of the Jewish children at that place 
and in its vicinity. Researches into the literature of the Jews, and 
inquiries after a large body of that nation, generally known bk the 
name of Beni-lsrael, and supposed by many to be descendants of 
the ten tribes, will form a subsequent part of the labours of the 
Committee. But they propose immediately to engage in the des- 
semination of the holy Scriptures, and of tracts, amongst tle learn- 
ed Jews in all parts of Asia, to whom they shall have access by 
means of the constant communication between Cochin and the Red 
Sea, the Persian Gulph, and the mouths of the Indus. The im- 
portance of this part of their designs may be estimated from the 
consideration that the Jewish population in Persia, China, India, and 
Tartary is calculated to exceed 300,000, 

The Corresponding Committee strongly urge on this Society the 
expediency of sending out an English Clergyman, well versed in 
Hebrew, as missionary to Cochin; and in the mean time they have 
stutioned Mr. Sargon there, as teacher of the Jewish children, up- 
wards of seventy of whom were under his instructions at the date 
of the last dispatches. He found a great readiness on the part of 
the White Jews, to commit their children to his care; but though a 
great desire had been expressed by many individuals of the black 
Jews to follow their example, their remaining prejudices had pre- 
vented them, as a body, from doing so. 


Conclusion. 


A few observations, connected with the preceding details, shali 
close this Report. 

A circumstance well meriting the attention of those interested 
in the spiritual welfare of the Jews, is the variety of means by 
which their conviction of the truth of Christianity appears to be 
brought about. 

In some cases, the reading of the Old Testament seems to be the 
primary means—first, exciting doubts .as'to the correctness of the 
religious opinions of the Jews—then, leading to inquiries on the 
subject, suggesting, for the solution of difficulties, an examination 
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of the New Testament, where accessible—inducing applications 
for the New Testament—others, through the blessing of God om 
the’study of the Christian Oracles, terminating in a persuasion of 
the truth of the Christian system. 

An instance of this kind occurs in the correspondence of your 
Committee during the past year. A Jew, who had for several 
years been employed as a teacher, in the course of his Biblical In- 
structions, sometimes met with passages which excited doubts in 
his mind with regard to the opinion of the Jews, that the Messiah 
had not yet appeared. In answer to earnest prayer, for the remo- 
val of the distressing doubts which agitated his mind, it pleased 
God to direct him to the New Testament, on a careful comparison 
of which with the leading prophecies of the Old Testament, he 
became convinced of the errors of Judaism, and, after conflicting 
with many difficulties, publicly .professed his faith in Christianity, 
by baptism. 

In other cases, where there has been previously an entire ab- 
sence of scriptural knowledge of any kind, without any other in- 
strumentality than the visible power of the Spirit, the secret workings 
of conscience, accompanied with, or perhaps producing, a sense of 
the insufficiency of mere natural religion, even for present comfort, 
appear to lead, through the use of the means of grace, to an ac- 
quaintance with the main principles of Christian truth. More than 
one such case has been mentioned in the letters of your Commit- 
tee’s foreign correspondents during the last year. 

To these may be added, the influence of early education in 
Christian schools. Several illustrations of this might be recorded. 
A striking instance has been mentioned in this Report, that of the 
Dresden Jewess, who had imbibed her first impressions in favour of 
Christianity, when a child at a Gentile school. An encouraging 
case, of a similar kind, occurred some time ago in the Society’s 
schools in London, where one of the scholars, who had manifested 
an unusual degree of bigotted adherence to Judaism, became, al- 
most imperceptibly to the teachers, convinced that Jesus was the 
Saviour of the world, by hearing the prophecies read from thé 
Old Testament, and their fulfilment declared from the gospels. 
Another interesting case, to the same effect, your Committee will 
give in the words of the Foreign Secretary, who, in speaking of 
Gottenburg, during his Northern tour, says, “The Moravian minis- 
ter, Mr. Stare, has established schools for boys and girls. Among 
the latter are three young Jewesses. With the consent of their 
parents, who live in the city, they read in the school the New Tes- 
tament, and receive Christian instruction with the other children. 
With what effect may be inferred from the following fact:—One 
of these Jewish children fell dangerously sick, and was brought 
home to her parents, to be nursed by her mother. The life of 
the child was for. some time despaired of; but she recovered, and 
after an absence of some weeks returned to the schcol. There she 
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was received by her fellow-pupils with expressions of the most 
cordial joy and love, especially by one with whom she was more 
intimately connected. Her she called apart, and said, “Now | 
will tell you how I have been restored. I recollected what we 
have read in the New ‘Testament, of the many sick whom Jesus 
has restored to health with one word or a touch, and that he is 
still living, and hears prayers. Now, | thought, I will pray to him, 
that he will be my physician. SoIdid; he has heard my prayer; 
and therefore I now tind myself well again.” 

Your Commitfee notice these facts for two reasons; first, be- 
cause they tend to show the credibility of the different cases of 
Jewish conversion alleged to have taken place, the means by which 
they are stated to have been brought about, being in themselves 
adequate means, and such as come within the habitual experience 
of those who have attended to the course by which sinners are or- 
dinarily led to eonviction. Secondly, and chiefly, because they 
serve to point out to the Society, and those employed in its service, 
the most likely means, under God, of producing a salutary 
impression on the minds of Jews. 

1. Of these means one, of primary importance, appears to be, 
the furnishing them with complete copies of the Old Testament, in lan- 
guages which they understand. With these, it is to be feared, they 
are, in general, very scantily supplied; and the consequence is 
such as might be expected; that, as a body, they are very imper- 
fectly acquainted with their own Scriptures, 

2. Plain, forcible, direct appeals to the heart and conscience, seem 
to be another most efficacious means of awakening conviction in 
the minds of Jews. Their opposition to Christianity appears, in 
many instances, te be founded on an aversion, not tothe Crristian 
religion in particular, but, to all religion. ‘They are as ignorant of 
Moses as they are of Christ; as much at,enmity with the law as 
with the Gospel. A cold, unfeeling deism has steeled their hearts, 
almost against the impressions even of natural religion. , In such 
cases, therefore, arguments addressed to them as Jews will be of 
little avail, they must be addressed as men; as Gentiles, or as nom- 
inal Ghristians, are addressed, when it is sought to prepare them for 
a cordial reception of the gospel. “1 should think,” says a learned 
professor of theology abroad, “that tracts should be composed for 
German Jews, of such a nature as to convince them more of their 
guilt and sinfulness, to point out to them the wants of theirs hearts, and 
to destroy the foundations of deism, whilst showing the superior 
nature of the law of Moses, and of the gospel.” “A Jew may be 
persuaded that Isaiah and Daniel speak of Christ, but of what use 
is this if he does not know himself?” 

3. It is scarcely mecessary to add, that the encouragement of edu- 
cation must continue to form a prominent object of attention with 
the Society, in its endeavours to spiritualize the Jews. Even should 
the children be instrycted in the Jewish Scriptures only, much good - 
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may, through the divine blessing, be expected to result. Patriarchs and 
prophets preach Christ—the law, properly explained and enforced, 
teaches the gospel. To understand the Old Testament rightly, is 
to understand the New. 

Thus have your Committee endeavoured to discharge the duty 
which the return of this day has imposed upon them. It remains 
only that they entreat the members of this Society to unite in fer- 
vent prayers to Almighty God, for his continued blessing upon the 
work in which they are engaged. -From Him alone comes both the 
will, and the ability, todo good. He only can incline the hearts, 
of Christians towards the Jews, and of the Jews towards their Sa- 
viour. May the Holy Spirit work effectually in both, disposing the 
one to impart, and the other to receive, the gospel of peace! May 
His sacred influence enlighten, warm, and purify all who are seek- 
ing the salvation of Israel; that with simplicity of motive, ferven- 
cy of zeal, perseverance in action, they may labour in this 7? 
cause! And, above all, may a spirit of earnest supplication be 
poured forth upon Jews and Gentiles! Then, and not till then, 
may we expect that God “will asssemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
bring back the dispersed of Judah.” Then, and not before, may 
we hope, that “the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in,” and that 
“the Lord shall be king over all the earth,” whilst Jews and Gen- 
tiles join in one chorus of praise, saying, “Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, and hath 
raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house ofthis servant David, 
as He spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began!” 


“To Him be glory, and praise, and dominion, for ever and ever! 
Hallelujah, Amen!” 


MISSIONS AMONGST THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 


FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


UNION MISSION. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL FOR .THE MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAW, 
1822, 
Return of the Agent. 


April 12.—The Agent bas returned#from the village. We have 
read their talk. They expfessitheir lo¥ ty to the Government of 
the United States. They say, whom shall we hold by the hand if 


“not our Great Father, the President? Their talk breathes the 


spirit of peace. Mr. Philbrook purposes, on hig return, to urge. 
the commanding officer at the garrison, if it be istent for him to 
do it, to stop the Cherokees from distressing this peop'e any far- 
ther, as he thinks their proposed terms of peace are reasonable, 
and ong “a be acceded to, and as nothing cag be gained on either- 
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side by they continuance of the war. The Cherokees are better 
prepared for the war than the Osages; for, although the latter are 
far more numerous, they have not the same advantages with their 
enemies to purchase powder. 

* . April 19.—This evening put a number of questions to the Osage, 
to find out his views about religion. In answer to the question, 
“Who made the world?” he said, “he did not know!” We find 
the Osages.place great stress on dreams. ‘These they look upon 
as a kind of revelation. They are much influenced by a dream, 
in their mostamportant measures. ‘The Indian told some strange, 
stories, and offered to play some tricks. 

Lord's day, April 28.—Several of these poor heathen have been 
present at worship. Our hearts have burned within us to speak 
to them concerning the great salvation. We have been meditating 
on the prospect of usefulness among them, and the blessedness of 
seeing many of them, at the last day, arrive to take possession of the 
itheritance above. We have said, “Let us not be weary in well- 
doing, for in-due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 

Saturday, May 4.—Numbers of the Indians are coming in.. Some 
to have their work done by the blacksmith, and others to see us. 

Lord’s Day, May 5.—The Indians still coming. We make a. 
point to feed them more or less; but provision growing short with 
us, we find it necessary to deal out bread with a sparing hand. 
But there is a table spread for all people, where there is bread 
enough and to spare. At this table, our little church has been fed 
to-day. Oh, when will the gracious invitation reach the ear of 
their starving souls, “Come, for all. things are now ready.” It isa 
mystery for which man cannot fully account, that this feast of fat 
things, should for so many ages, be hidden from millions of perish- 
ing sinners. 


Indian Council. 


Friday, May 10.—Held a talk with the Chiefs. After some ge- 
neral discussion of the Subject respecting the design of our coming, 
we put the question in direct terms. Is there any thing but the 
war that keeps back your children? They replied to the follow- 
ing effect: “We know you came great distance to teach us; we 
know that good people sent you here, and expected we should give: 
you our children before now. We have heard that other Indians. 
gend their children to.the missionaries. All this is good. But we 
- dont know what may happen to O0fS. We have been deceived. 
The Cherokeés came upon us last fall, and destroyed many lives, _ 
and carried off our women and children, because the white Chief © 
atthe Poteau (megning Major Bradford) did not send word as he 
engaged to do. e were not on our guard. Our people are 
afraid it may be so if their children come to live with you. But 
you must not leave us on this account. It is our prayer to the Great 
Spirit, that you may accomplish your object. As you have said, 
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that you prayed God for us that we may be happy, so we have 
prayed that you may prosper. You must not blame us; but you 
must blame the people belew, (meaning the Cherokees.) ‘It is ow- 
ing to them that our children aré not in your school.” In the course 
of this talk we presented the Chiefs with sashes, sent out by our 
friend,.Mr Little, of New-York, and gave a piece of the same 
cloth to their wives. They acknowledge the favour, and said when _ 
they held a council with White Chiefs, they wouldswear their 
belts, that it might be seen that all the good white people were 
their friends. Having concluded this talk, we detewuitied to la- 
beur hereafter with the chiefs and others, as individuals, and to go 
on with an unhesitating step in attempting to gain their children. 
From recent information, which we are net yet authorised to 
communicate to the Chiefs, we believe the Cherokets:are:becom- 
ing favourably disposed, and that the grounds of*the difficulty is 
beginning to give way. We feel, therefore, a@greater boldness in 
assuring them, “your little ones shall not be hurt. , _ 
Monday, May 13.—The subject of leavitig his elfild was again 
introduced this morning, when Tally, a chief, after some minutes 
of deep thougbt, inquired, how long do you wish to have him tar- 
ry. We replied, tili he becomes a man, and learns what we know. 
He then said, “take him, he is your son. Jewill not take him fro 
you.” This youth is about 15 years of age, is remarkably plea 
in his disposition, and has an active mind. Being the oldstson of 
the second Chief, a man who has great influence with his people, 
we are hoping that others will soon follow the noble example. This 
child we have named Philip Milledoler. His original name is Woh- 
sis-ter, which reminded us ofsthe Rev. Dr. Worcester, that ardent 
and venerable friend of the Heathen, who now rests from his la- 
bours.. O God of our salvation, be pleased to bless the young 
Chief, and in due time make him a leader of righteousness and 
true piety to his people. . 
Tuesday, May 14.—Our young Philipyiig; contented. He mani- 
fests an independent mind, but we dare ho@feel too sanguine. We 
remember the mild caution, Rejoice with trembling. 


Suspension of Hostilities. 


Mr. Philbrook very unexpectedly arrived this evening. But 
though /is return was not expected, yet we had been looking for 


favourable news from the Cherokees. Hawing enjoyed a spirit of ._. 
Special Prayer in regard to the negotiation, we have been waiting » &¢ 4 


to hear what God will say, for it is written—“He will speak peace 
to *his people.” : 

Mr. Philbrook informs us that the Cherokees;have promised te 
suspend. hostilities till they can meet the Osage Chi» ’s at the garri- 
son, to fold a couneil of peace. He has brought onthe prelimina- 
Ties, signed by all the Chiefs of the Cherokees, and will proceed to- 
morrow to the Osage Village, where he will be received with joy. 
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Surely our Heavenly King is working forus. He hath turned 
the hearts of both nations to seek reconciliation. In truth may we 
adopt the Prophet’s words, “He bath not said to the seed of Jacob, 
seek ye my face in vain.” Light is beginning to dawn on this nation. 
O may it increase unto the perfect day. 

Monday, May 27.—'Tally’s wife came to-day to see her son, be- 
fore they go out on their hunt. At first we felt a little suspicious 
that she might have come to take him away. Instead of this, how- 
ever, she exhorted him to be contented. Never was more aflection 
towards this family expressed, than she manifested. We have great 
reason to respect this woman. She has great influence over her 
children, a8 appeared evident from her conduct towards them 
when she came with her husband two weeks since. How many 
professedly Christian mothers fall behind her in maternal ascen- 
dency — 

Visit from Tally, the second Chief. 


Thursday, May 30.—We had an interesting interview with Tal- 
ly this mornig. Yesterday he seemed to hesitate a little about 
continuing his son with us. He said the people laughed at him, 
and ealled.him a man of no sense, for giving his son to the Mission- 
aries to become a white man. We told him that if the Indians 
Taughed!a little now; he'should not mind it. They would soon see 
that he was a man of great sense. If he changed his mind, and 
took away his son, they would laugh at him so much the more. 
His son, fora few minutes, seemed to heitate, and said it would be 
better to go out and eat Buffalo; but Tally’s wife remained firm. 
After a few minutes, he replied, “What you have said is good. My 
son shall stay; and this other boy, a@relation of mine, (for he had 
brought over another boy, with a view to leave him, if Woh-sis-ter 
tarried,) shall be your son. Take good care of them. Do not let 
them talk Osage, but teach them English. Don’t make them half 
Osage, but make them white’men wholly. Give them a full dress; 
take off their humpa ockasins) and put on stockings and shoes. 
{ want to see them dressed before I leave you, so that I may not 
weep when |am on my hunt.” We immediately complied with 
his wishes, and presented the boys in full dress. He was pleased 
and satisfied, and Jeft us witha theerful hrart. This triumph we 
would ascribe to Him who gives or withholds his favour as he 
pleases. The second child we have named Robert Monroe, in com- 
pliance with the request of the Female Auxiliary Society of 
Georgetown, who have pledged the sum of thirty dollars annual- 
ly for the support of a boy by thisname. — 


GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 
Rev. NV. B. Dodge to the Domestic Secretary —July 1, 1822. 


Dear Sin—Enclosed yowhave our Journal for another month, 
and our statement of accounts for another quarter. As it respects 
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our School, our number has neither increased nor diminished dur- 
ing the Jast three months. Our red children are, I think, as promis- 
ing scholars as any white children we usually see. Thirteen is 
the number we now have with us; five males and eight females. 

The health of our family is generally good. The fever and 
ague attacks us from time to time, but it does not in general put on 
a very unfavourable aspect. May our hearts be drawn out imac- 
cents of gratitude to God for the favour he has shown us in regard 
to our health. 

We are not yet prepared to enter upon the important work of 
preaching to the natives. Brother Pixley and Brother Montgome- 
ry are applying themselves with diligence to the stue 








en them. Our work is pleasant, although la 
that we all have a desire to persevere, havin 
that we shall be the instruments, at least, of 
ment which shall diffuse light and knowledge among these poor 
sons and daughters of ignorance and superstition. “Whether we 
live to see the day when they shall be converted to God is not for 
us at present to know; but we would humbly trust that God has a 
people here who shall in due time be raised up to praise the riches 


ios; rl trust 


of his grace. May we ever be anxious to“know and do our ie 
sown 


and willing to leave it to the Lord to effect his own work in hi 
time, andjmay the Board and all Christians continue their supplica- 
tions at the Throne of Grace, that we may be made faithful in the 
cause of the blessed Redeemer, to whom, I trust, we have dedica- 
ted our lives and our all. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL, 
Day of Fasting. 
May 8.—This day is set apart to be observed by us, as a family, 
asa day of Humiliation, Fasting, dnd Pram May thé Lord grant 
us suitable exercises on this important occasion. Met at eight in 


the morning for a season of prayer. Brother P. preached both 


morning and evening. ” 


May 10.—The Indians flock around us in crowds to-day, beggin 
for something to eat. We cannot support them, and to deny th 
wholly would probably destroy our object among them. 


May, 23.—We agree to commence to-day holding a weekly con- 
ference of about an hour, immediately after dinner. At this sea- 


son our hired men, together with all of the family who are able, 


are expected to attend. Had an agreeable season to-day on the 
occasion. 


May 26.—Two men came to our station to-day, having just ar- 
rived in the Osage country with a boat loaded with flour and whis- 
key.- They wish to dispose of some or all of their cargo to us, as 


| 
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of thelan- . 
guage; and we hope they will soon be able to ae and enlight- ~ 


ing hope . 
rming an establish- ~ 
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we understand; but we trust we shall have wisdom enough not to 
encourage the tratlic of whiskey up the Osage river. 


May 27.—We have the offer of flour to-day at twelve dollars per 
barrel; but we do not at present feel ourselves authorized to pur- 
chase. Weare nearly out of old flour; but if we are not supplied 
from the Ohio river, we must try to live upon corn meas, which 
comes much cheaper. Held a season of prayer this evening. 


A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, 


Within HEM bunds of the Synod of Virginia, for the year ending 
October 24th, 1822. 


> «a 
» [Made ee by the Synod at the late meeting in Staunton.] 


Arrnoven the Synod never had so much good news to communi- 
cate; yet they have to deplore that in a few of their churches the 
spirit of piety has, during the past year, suffered a visible decay. In 
those churches, benevelent and pious institutions have either de- 
clined or been utterly abandoned; the graces of their members ge- 

ally, have been patallized by the chilling influences of a worldly 

rit; prayer is either coldly performed or shamefully neglected; 
and suspicion is thrown over the whole character of some, by their 
apparent indifference to the means of reviving themselves and oth- 
ers. Their pastors lament this state of things, and solicit the 
prayers of other churches in their behalf. 

Some of our churches have experienced no remarkable change; 
they have grown but little either in numbers or in grace. Others 
have received unusual accessions of new members, without any ex- 
traordinary excitement. Jn several others, encouraging prospects 
are beginning to appear: a growing attention to the means of 
grace—incréasing impmessions upon the people—and a reviving 
fervency of devotion among the pious, encourage the hope of a 
great ingathering of souls. 

Tlie general increase of Sabbath Schools, of Missionary, Eduea- 
tion, Bible and Tract Societies, ia pleasing feature in the present 
aspect of our aflairs. The utility of such institutions is daily. be- 
coming moré evident; to them is in a great measure to be ascribed 
the gradual improvement of Virginia in morals and religion. The 
Youngs men’s Missionary Societies of Richmond and Petersburg, are 
worthy of particular notice, for both their magnitude, and the 
excellent spirit, with which they are animated. That of Rich- 
mond has been for several years in active and useful operation; 
that of Petersburg has been lately instituted, under — fa- 
yourable auspicies. Such institdtions are greatly needed, hot only 
because there is a wide field for their exertions, but also because 
much of that field is whitening to the harvest. In many places; mis- 
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‘sionary labours are in considerable .request, and if perseveringly 


afforded, would promise final and great success. 

It is indicative, we trust, of a growing inclination to a visible u- 
nion among different branches of the church, that several congre- 
gations of Republican Methodists, with their ministers, have lately 
adopted our Confession of Faith, and connected themselves with 
the Presbytery of Hanover. 

We come now to relate how the God of grace has blessed some 

of our churches. Our hearts overflow with gratitude, and our 
mouths are filled with praise, for effusions of the Spirit, suchas our 
church in this commonwealth has never before experienced. We 
shall give a summary view of the most prominent facts-on this sub- 
ject. 
Last spring the Hanover Presbytery met at*Hampden Sidney 
College. During their meeting God was pleased to begin a work 
of grace, which has continued with little abatement. Throughout 
the neighbourhood, general and deep impressions of divine truth 
have been felt; and the church at that place has been enlarged by 
the addition of more than fifty converts; amongst whom are se- 
veral heads of families, whose respectablity and influence in socie~ 
ty, will now, itis hoped, havea salutary effect upon their neighbours. 
Several students of the College have also found grace during thig 
merciful visitation. , % 

While the work was spreading in Prince Edward county, a sm- 
var one began in Petersburg, and gradually advanced, until be- 
tween sixty and seveuty were added to the Presbyterian church, 
and about one hundred to the Methodist church. Peculiar ¢ircam- 
stances seemed in the sickly season to check its progress; but 
some hopes are entertained that it will yet bring many into the 
fold of Christ. 

The pastor of Norfolk church, with a few of his people, visited 
Petersburg in the time of the revival there, and carried home with 
them the same spirit. Great exeftiens were soon made and bles- 
sed in that church. Between forty and fifty hopeful converts are~ 
the fruits. ; 

In Richmond, although the excitement has been less powerful the 
church has received about eighty new members. 

The late meeting of the Hanover Presbytery at Chaglotte court 
house has been attended with signs of a revival. D p impres- 
sions of religion have doubtless been made; but the occurrence is 
too recent to justify more than a pleasing hope of : 1ppy conse- 
quences. In the congregations of Briery and Buffaloe, ia Prince: 
Edward, highly promising appearances of a revival have lately be- 
gun to present themselves. 

in the ‘town and vicinity of Lexington there has also been a most 
glorious, and in this state, perhaps unparalleled, outpouring of the 
Spirit. ‘The symptoms of it began to appear about midsummer. 
An afflictive disease raged among the people, and disposed them to 
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seriousness: a new zeal and spirit of prayer became manifest ia 
several of the pious: but for some time, the hope of those who 
sighed and prayed for a revival, was deferred. Gradually, how- 
ever, the tokens of its approach became more manifest; extraordi- 
nary means began to be used by the fervent in spirit; prayer 
meetings, male and female, were instituted; the sacred flame was 
diffused among the devout, religious meetings were frequent and 
crowded; and ere long, many sinners began to tremble and weep. 
About the middle of September, the Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
ed at the church of New Monmouth, near Lexington; when fifty- 
five new converts came forward, and nearly the whole congrega- 
tion was overwhelmed with a flow of divine feeling, so solemn, so 
tender, so irresistably powerful,—yet so void of enthusiasm, so de- 
cent and orderly,—that all declared their eyes had never seen, 
and their souls had never felt, such a day of the power of the 
grace of God. Three weeks afterwards, the Supper was admin- 
istered in Lexington. ‘The day of New Monmouth so far exceed- 
ed what the people had ever felt or witnessed, that they. naturally 
distrusted the hope of seeing its like again. But the day of Lex- 
ington was not less a day of the Sunof Man. At least twelve hun- 
dred persons assembled, numbers from all the adjoining congrega- 
tions.—Sixty-one souls, (double the expected number,) came, and 
Yor the first time obeyed, with streaming eyes, the Redeemer’s dy- 
ing comimand, “Do this in remembrance of me.” An awful solem- 
nity was pictured on the faces of many, but for the most part, their 
souls were melted with the sacfed fire, as when God rends the hea- 
vens in his descent, and the mountains flow down at his presence. 
On the Sllowing Sabbath. the Supper Was administered at Oxford 
church, near New Monmouth. Here again, the Holy Ghost filled 
the souls of the people, and forty-four were added to the church. 

This work of grace continues: and spreads. Other congrega- 
tions near Lexington are beginning to feel its power. Hopes are 
entertained that the faithful will not slacken their prayers until God 
shall show, in many an instance more, what his grace can do. It is 
also a gratifying circumstance of this revival, that several students 
of Washington College are brought into the church. The whole 
numbér added to the church at Lexington, in the last year, is one 
hundred, and to those of New Monmouth and Oxford, about fifty 
each. * 

The principal means through which the blessing came, we hes- 
itate not to say, was prayer, the fervent prayer of faith. While 
prayer was neglected, or was sluggishly ofiered with indifferent and 
wavering minds, the chill gloom of spiritual death still enveloped 
the people. .But no sooner was the spirit of prayer and supplica- 
tion poured out upon them who bowed before the throne, than the 
Sun of Righteousness began to arise, and his vivifying influence te 
be felt by saint and sinner. 

In many cases, sympathetic or animal feelings have doubtlese 
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mingled their influence with that of the word and Spirit of God; 
but there has appeared almost nothing of what is properly termed 
enthusiasm :—no disorder in worship, no bodily exercise, has oc- 
curred; none have been admitted to communion who could not 
give a reason of the hope that was in them. a 
Many young men, to the joy of the church, have embraced reli- 

gion; children from eleven to fourteen years of age, who were not 
expected to know much of the nature of religion, have professed 
conversion, with a clearness of views and a manifestation of piety,» 
astonishing to men, and glorious to the grace of God: aged per 
sons, who have spent three or four score years in sin, have in the 
last days of life heen born again. Verily it is the work of God; 
human power is inadequate to the effect. The same human abili- 
ty has been elsewhere exerted, and had been in those same places | 
exerted, without such eflects. Sin maintained its unresisted and ir- 
resistable influence over the hearts and lives of the people. But 
God sends his Holy Spirit, and immediately the delusion of sin is 
dissipated; evil habits of fifty years standing are broken, and a 
new character is impressed upon minds,grown old and rigid in sin; 
the feeble mind of infancy niente nature, and is satisfied 
by the influences, of doctrines, which are the grandest display of 
infinite wisdom. We repeat it, this isthe work of God—the work 
of his Grace. We therefore call upon our souls, and upon his peo- 
ple, to render him all the praise, and to supplicate in faith and 

« Without ceasing, for the continuance and extension of the unspeak- 
ble blessing in which wé now rejoice. 
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A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 
Within the bounds of the Synod of ‘Kentucky, for the year, 1822. 


To the @hurches under the care of the Synod of Kentucky. 
- DEAR BRETHREN, | 
. Tue Synod of Kentucky, in publishing a narrative of the state 
of religion within their bounds; have to lament that, on account of 
a disappointment in the place of meeting, through a severe provi- 
dential visitation, our members present are but few, and our means 
ef information not so ample as could be wished. _» “gy 
The state of society in our bounds has, as usual, Some Unprom 

ing features. A person visiting us from a land of piety, Wor 
still consider us, in the mass, as a people perishing for lack of vi- 
sion. Pride.and fulness of bread, and much idleness, have great- 
ly injured us. Folly and amusement, intemperance, gaming and 
swearing, fraud, falsehood and violence, are still seen amongst us; 
and they appear the more incurable in some places on account of 
a gross disregard of the Sabbath day, and the precious ordinanceg* 
of Goil’s house. ‘ 

Vor. ! 55 
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In many instances the evil is continued by that instruction which 
causeth to err from the words of knowledge. Sometimes, when people 
have concern enough about religion, to attend a place ef worship, 
their wounds are healed slightly by physicians of no value. 

Corrupt teachers increase their natural. opposition to truth, and 
theirnatural enmity against an evangelical ministry. ‘There is 
now much more zeal manifested against real christianity, from 
such as call themselves “The Christian Body,” than from those who 
centemn the name. Unlearned and unstable men, with arrogant 
‘pretensions to new light, in the christian religion, have ensnared, if 
not ruined, many souls. ‘Truth and piety meet with more opposi- 
tion from universalists, and self-styled unitarians, than from avow- 
ed deists and atheists. 

In such a state of things the language of the church should be, 
“Jt is time for thee, Lord, to work; for they have made void thy 
Jaw.” But our zeal is not in proportion to our danger. Most of 
our churches would be considered a cold climate, te a person ac- 
customed to revivals. When family religion, (that is, an attention 
to the spiritual interests of children and servants,) is uniformly and 
stubbornly neglected by a@hy person, we are induced to doubt his 
obseryauce of secret.devotion, and even his experience of saving 

ce. 

Where public worship en the Sabbath is attended with reluctance 
and inconstancy, it is not wonderful that week day meetings, for 
preaching or prayer, for bible or catechetical classes, should be 
discountenanced or discontinued. We may also observe, that in. 
proportion to the decline of vital piety, is the increase of dissen- 
tion and litigation, and as a. love for vanity and riches grows, in- 
stitutions of benevolence dwindle, and there isan increased remiss- 
ness in supporting and promoting the gospel. 

We have great reason to moUrm over our sins as a country, and 
to be urgent at a throne of etpce for the sprinkling of the blood of 
atonement to cleanse us from the guilt of our unfaithfalness as min- 
isters and people. We should however feel thankful that notwith- 
standing our unwortbiness, we are informed of some things, which 
remind us, thit though “weeping may endure fer a night, joy com- 
eth in the morning.” 

Although ip many places there is nothing promising, in others 
there many encouraging symptoms. ‘These are found in some 

in the bounds of the ‘l'ransylvania Presbytery, particu- 
‘in the congregations of Harrodsburgh and Providence. 

t is also cause of gratitude, that the Centre-College, established 
at Danville, within the bounds of this Presbytery, and which had 
its origin in the Synod of Kentucky, has recently called to its Pre- 
sidency, the Rey. Jenemian Cuameervain, of Pennsylvania. From 
the known orthodoxy, piety, erudition and talents of Mr. Chamber- 
Jain, it is hoped, that this instifution, under his superintendance, and 

the blessing of Providence, will speedily maintain a prominent stand 
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in the list of those fountains of learning, which annually issue 
streams, to make glad the City of God. 

In the bounds of the West-Lexington Presbytery, ‘also, there are 
some things which augur well. They are found particularly in 
the state of religion at Versailles, and in the number and variety of 
benevolent institutions in Lexington. These institutions, which 
are said to be liberally supported, afford a pleasing hope, that'the 
moral and religious aspect of that town will soon exhibit amore 
healthful and promising appearance. But in the Muhlenburg and 
Ebenezer Presbyteries, appearances, it is believed, are still more 
encouraging. In the former of these orthodoxy is rising, notwith- 
standing the exertions of many self-called Presbyterians, who have 
‘in too many instances co-operated with the enemies of truth and 
righteousness. si 

There is also an increasing thirst for a preached gospel, and a 
growing zeal for the observance of the Sabbath, for the promotion 
of Sunday Schools, and for the education of pious young men for the 
ministry. In a church contiguous to Hopkinsville, there has been 
a hopeful work of grace among the scholars of a Sabbath School. 

In the Presbytery of Ebenezer there-has been but a-small addi- 
tion of communicants, except in the church of Maysville, which has 
received a goodly number. The remarks made above, concern- 
ing Muhlenburg. are in general applicable to this Presbytery, but 
principally to Paris church, which takes the lead in instttutiens of 
Fiety,and benevolence. Their liberality in doing good, like that of the 

orinthians, has abounded greatly. We bear them record that ac- 
coriling to theirpower, they have been willing of themselves, and 
we hope that their zeal may provoke many. " 

The blessings enjoyed by this Presbytery are, under God, in 
some measure owing to their P rial visitations, and exam- 
inations of the churches within their unds. The benefits result- 
ing from this plan, were particulafly attested by the congregation of 
Mount Pleasant. ~~ ‘tke 

These investigations are calculated to stir up ministers, andeldersy 
and deacons, and people, to the performance of duty. The neces- 
sity of this appeared very obvious'to the Synod, when a faithful bro- 
ther remarked, that after all his labour and success, he saw plainly 
that he had not done one fourth of what the pastoral oflice required, 
in his congregation. Z 

We have no certain intelligence from the Louisville Presbytery, 
because none of its members are present. The reason of their 
absence is, doubtless, that the place of meeting was altered at a 

riod too late to meet their convenience. This has prevented 
the attendance of many members of other Presbyteries. The re- 
ligious exertions of the Louisville church promised much for the pro- 
motion of the best of causes. These, we fear, must be in some mea- 
sure paralyzed, in consequence of their late losses by pestilence. 
Besides the calamities of the towns in which we were to meet, ac- .- 
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cording to our first adjournment, that Presbytery has lost several of 
its members, One was the Rev. Thomas C. Searle, Pastor of the 
Madison church, in Indiana. He was a student of the Princeton 
Seminary, and was afterwards elected Professor of Theology in 
Dartmouth College. - 

Another was the Rev. Samuel Shannon, a revolutionary graduate 
of Princeton College, and the inventor of the whirling-table, a ce- 
lebrated and useful article of philosophical apparatus.—The or 
thodoxy and patriotism—the affability and benevolence of this 
Christian father, were well known to youall. The premature death of 
our younger brother, a man of distinguished piety and erudition, 
prevented our western churches generally from knowing his real 
worth. The walls of Zion have seldom, if ever, lost a watchman, 
‘combining in his character, more estimable and excellent qualities, 
But his Master bas relieved him from his watch-tower—he is past 
the reach of eulogy.—He has joined the church triumphant.—In 
the losses of the Presbtery and the town of Lovisville we are 
all common sufferers. 

- Dear brethren; the te are eventful. We have all need 
to. be up and doing.—Herésy and backsliding, infidelity, immorali- 
ty, and pestilence, pervade our land. We Should be clothed with 
the whole armour of God, that we may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all to stand. No regard to carnal ease 
should induce us to be supine, or inactive, in the prosecution of our 
duties.—“Let us quit ourselves like men, watch and he sober.” Let 
us prove by our patience and forbearance, by our activity and zeal, 
by our,love to God and charity to men, that we are animated with 
the faith and hope of the gospel, and are fixed firm and immovea- 
ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord. If thus animated 
we shall live the life .of thejmighteous, and our last end shall be 
like bis. That you and allay Be enabled so to live and so to die, 
we pray that grace mercy and , e, from God our Father and 
gesus Christ our Lord, may abide with you, and all his people. 

* © J. T. EDGAR, S.C. S. K. 

72 
8 
OBITUARY. 


DIED—Onithe 3ist ult, about 10 o'clock, A. M. in about the 
50th year of his age, the Rev. ROBERT WILSON, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Washington, Ky. He was born in Virginia, 
and there raised, educated, and ordained to the work of the Gospel 
Ministry. After labouring some time in the gospel vineyard 
there, he came to Kentucky,asa missionary; and having fulfilled 
his mission, became’ stationary at Washington. Shortly after, he 
married Elizabeth Harris, daughter of Mr, Edward Harris, sen. of 
Washington; and amidst many difficulties and discouragements, un- 
ceasingly persevered in the discharge of bis ministerial duties. 
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Seldom has a person been known combining in his character more 

amiable qualities, than were manifested by this man of God. The 

leading trait in his character, was deep and unaffected piety. 

This was uniformly apparent in his life and ‘conVersation. © As a 

Minister, he was grave, zealous, faithful and laborious. Upwards of 
twenty years he continued among the same, “instant in season and 

out of season,” prosecuting the arduous duties of his office. In 

his preaching, he was peculiarly mild, golemn and engaging. He 

was not contented with merely discharging the duties of the pulpit; 

but, after the example of his Divine Master, “went about daily do 

ing good”—visiting families, and instructing them in things pertain- 

ing to the kingdom of God. *T'washis, to seek out objects of distress, 
and the afilicted of every kind; to alleviate their distresses, to of- 
fer the consolations of the Gospel, to raise the bowed down, to ad- 
minister healing to the wounded heart; and to calm the agitated 
passions, and to heal the breaches and seek the peace of Zion, and 
of the society in which his lot in life had been cast. In these la- 
bours of benevolence and peace, he was truly eloquent, and emi- 
nently successful: and his mild and affectionate disposition, and 
his easy and amiable manners, made him a welcome visitant to 
families of almost every character. 

In the pulpit, and in all his pastoral visitations, he taught with as- 
sidutity the totah depravity of the human heart; the necessity of 
regeneration; the proper divinity and real atonement of the Sa- 
viour; and justification by faith in his blood. Like the great apos- 
tle, he determined not to know any thing among his people save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. All the events which occurred in 
the life and at the death of Him whom he termed “his Prince Em- 
manuel,” were frequently related by him in the most persuasive and 
interesting manner.—His solemn appeals to the heart, were often 
made the means of arresting dhe attention of the thoughtless, and 
bringing them to serious reflection, © As a Christian, his heart was 
signally benovolent. In proportion to his circumstances, he 
tributed largely to the promotion of Religion.—In his private wall, 
he was remarkably exemplary, and possessed the art of happily 
introducing pious conversation into almost every ‘circle he enter- 
ed. He was strictly consciéntious in the performance of all per- 
sonal and relative duties. He was the good eitizen, the obliging 
neighbour, the loving husband, and the most tender and affection- 
ate parent.—And this, by his daily example, he enforced all the 
truths whith he taught; and to this may be attributed much of 
that success which marked his ministration in the gospel. - 

During-his last illness, he maintained the same equanimity of 
temper and conduct, which had so eiimently characterised his past 
life. Although his affliction was long and distressing, he was not 
heard to utter one repining word, or manifest the least impatience 
under his sufferings. To the kind friends, who attended him most 


2 


. 


tor 
« * 
¢ 
- 
. 









rm. 


‘ s 
= 





* + ‘. 


“@ 
g 




































































_. 






















































438 New-York Baptist Theological Seminary. [Drt. 


oaealy and tenderly, he exhibited the highiest degree of grati- 
tude. 

The writer of this hasty sketch, had the privilege of frequent 
ly visiting him On his dying bed, and of hearing him express his 
unshaken confidence in his Lord and Redeemer. His soul was 
animated with the prospects of glory, and appeared anxious to 
take its flight to Heaven. He embraced, with ardent affection, his 
afflicted family and, soothed their sorrows by expressing his hopes 
of a blessed immortality. When he drew near to the closing scene, 
being asked how he then viewed the Saviour, he replied, “as my 
Prophet, Priest and King, and all my hope is founded on his right- 
eousness.”—Again, being asked how the Divinity and Atonement of 
Christ then appeared, he declared they were at the foundation of 
all his hopes. 

As through life he had laboured unremittingly for the good of 
Zion, so his last prayer was offered up for her peace and prosperi- 
ty; and for that of his own charge, still peculiarly dear to his 
heart :—And, according to the evidence he exhibited, he closed his 
eyes in the full assurance of hope. 

Precious ‘in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 
They rest from their labours and their works do follow them.— 
The news of his decease soon spread throughout the town and its 
vicinity, and the vast number that attended his funeral, evinced, by 
their tears and lamentations, how much they agved shim and appre- 
ciated his worth. Two of his brethren, Messérs. Edgar and Ran- 
kin, who had been his intimate associates in the ministry, were 
present, and paid his dear memory the least tribute of their 
most affectionate regard. After an appropriate sermon, delivered 
by Mr. Edgar, his family and friends took their last earthiy view 
of him, and bedewed his cold remains with their falling tears. 
Never, before, did we witness a*scene so tender ana affecting. 
With indescribable grief, his dear wife and nine children hung to 
his closing coffin, and pressed again and again for another sight of 
his lifeless clay. ie, 

The above remarks are not made simply to eulogise the deceas- 
ed.—Of this he has no need. Theyre intended to exhibit the ex- 
perimental and saving influence of the Gospel. His character is 
brought to view for the imitation of travellers to eternity; and es- 
pecially those engaged in the work of the holy ministry.—And 
may that God, who has promised to be the widow’s judge and the 
orphan’s stay, be the judge of the widow’and the fathér of the fa- 
therless: 


NEW-YORK BAPTISPP THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Extract from the Annual Report of this Society, 


Some of our ministers, Yenerable for their years, crowned with 
honours in their Master’s service, and rich in faith and good works, 
are soon to be gathered to, their fathers; and who will supply 
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their places here, when they shall have been received into their 
rest in heaven? Shall the Church mourn as a solitary widow, and 
shall there be none of her sons to guide her, to lead her by the 
hand, to break unto her the bread of life, and to “draw water out 
of the wells of salvation?” Nay, xeeilys for God hath promised to 
be with his ministers until the end of the world. God gives the 
harvest, but man puts in the sickle. God gives rain and sunshine, 
but man must break up the fallow ground and sow the seed,and 
that not among thorns. God will doubtless call hisgervants by his 
Spirit, and qualify them by his grace; but it is the duty of the 
Church to call them to their station, and invest them with their of- 
fice. While, therefore, we totally disclaim the idea of calling 
those whom God has not called—while, in the language of inspir- 
ation, we fearlessly assert that “no man” rightly “taketh thisyhon- 
our unto himself, but he that is called of God as was Aaron,” “It 
is the proper business of Churches to seek out and -foster rising 
talents—to ascertain whether there are not among themselves 
some, who, by certain indubitable indications, are designated for 
the sacred office. It is the proper business of the aged and expe- 
rienced to look out those young men whose hearts God has excited 
in the great and good. cause, and help them on their way. Many 
are chilled by the cold blast of poverty—many are restrained b 

the strong hand of necessity—many are deterred by extreme dif- 
fidence and timidity, and many are not yet convinced of the duty 
to which God has called them. Such need advice, and encourage- 
ment, and instruction—need to be called and educated, and pre- 
pared for the service of the sanctury. The young who communi- 
cate their feelings freely with each other, may often discover the 
duty of a fellow youth before it is, known even to himself, Such 
youth should then be brought to the elders, that they may inquire 
of the Lord for him, and send him to labour in the yineyard, Young 


men of piety and hopeful promise should consider themselves, in 


this respect, the property of the Church, and her servants for Christ’s 
sake. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you those whom 
we may appoint; and let them be trained to the service of the al- 


tar, that they may in due time be God’s ministers attending continu- 
ally on this very thing. 


The Faculty of instraction, by a late election of the Board of” 


Trustees, consists of Rev. Joan Sranronp, A. M. President and 
Professor of Theology—Rev. Ancuinatp Macray, A. M. Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History and Biblical Literature—Mr. Danie Hy 


Barnes, A. M. Professor of Languages—who have already en- 
tered on the duties of their professorships. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extracted from a Brief View of that Society. 
The Society was formed in the city of New-York, in the year 
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1816, by Delegates from a number of Bible Societies in different 
parts of the Union. From the establishment of the Society to the 
ist of Febuary, 1822, it issued from its depository upwards of 
174,000 Bibles and ‘l'estaments, and during the last nine months, 
upwards of 34.000. Since its formation it has expended, in pro- 
viding Stereotype plates for the Bible or Testament, (of which 
they possess twelve sets,) in printing and circulating the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and for incidental expenses, upwards of $200,000. It has 
circulated gratuitously, within the United States, and in foreign 
parts, upwards of fifty-six thousand copies of the Scriptures. The 
present number of Societies, auxiliary to the National Bible Soci- 
ety, is 264, some of which have also branch Societies and Bible 
Associations auxiliary to them. 

As the sole‘object of the Society is to circulate the Scriptures 
without note or comment, and as its Managers and Members are 
composed of individuals of different religious denominations, it 
commends itself to the approbation, and claims the patronage of 
all who embrace the Christian religion. Ly pri: ting large editions 
of the Scriptures from Stereotype plates, under the superintend- 
ence of competent persons, who devote to the business their whole 
time, the price of Bibles and Testaments is much reduced, and 
their correctness, durability, and beauty, greatly promoted. 

It is the design of the Society to extend its exertions not only to 
the destitute of the United States, but to those who live on our 
borders, to the Aborigines of our country, to the inhabitants of 
Mexico and South America, and of more distant countries. 

In the United States, there are districts where no small portion 
of the people are without the Bible. In the bounds of a single, 
county in the State of New-York, covtaining a population of only 
22,000, it was recently ascertained that 878 families were destitute 
ef the Scriptures; and in another district of the same State, com 
prising 2507 families, there were found 441 destitute families, and 
6813 destitute readers. In one of the counties in the State of 
New-Jersey, several persons or families have been found, who had 
never seen a Bible, and knew not what kind of a book it was, nor 
the origin of the human race. 

In Europe, a similar lack of the Holy Scriptures has been dis- 
covered, even in those parts where the Light of the Gospel has 
most abundantly shined, A document, recently published by the 
Committee of the Bible Society of Wigan, in Lancashire, England, 
states, that out of 797 houses in that town, which were visited for 
the purpose of ascertaining the wants of the Scriptures, 380 houses 
were found totally destitute,of a single copy of the Bible or Testa- 
ment, 

On many millions in Mexico and South America, in Asia, and Af 
rica, and the islands of the sea, the light of diyine truth has never 
shone. By gfeat labour and expense must the Pible be translated 
into different languages, be printed in large editions, and circula- 
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ted over widely extended countries. Notwithstanding the numerous 
Bible Societies which have been formed in this and in other’coun- 
tries, of which men of the first rank, wealth, and influence are the 
patrons; notwithstanding the great number of Bibles ahd Testa- 
ments which have, within a few years, been circulated, of which the 
British and Foreign Bible Society alone has been the instrument 
of issuing 3,201.978 copies in seventeen years, it has been estima- 
ted, that more than six hundred millions of the human family are 
now ignorant of the revealed will of their Maker, and of the plan 
of salvation by a Redeemer; and, it is to be feared, that a great 
portion of them will live and die in the same wretched condition, 
It is ardently desired, that Bible Societies may be formed in every 
section of our land; that the more wealthy Societies, after supply- 
ing their own districts with the Word of Life, will contribute lib- 
1 erally to the funds of the Parent Society, to enable it to print the 
Scriptures in the various necessary languages, and circulate them 
in the more destitute places of our land; and that all will unite 
their efforts in giving the Bible to the whole inhabited world, In 
this best of all charities, the United States ought to act, and doubt- 
less will act, a distinguished part. The object is of such a nature, ‘ 
so deeply affecting the present and future interest of the human “= 
family, that it cannot fail to receive the cordial support of every 
member of ‘the Christian community. a 





‘ FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY OF LEXINGTON, = 
Auxiliary to the American Bible Society. , 


* ~ 


Ar a meeting of sundry females of various religio aitpminetions 
held in the Episcopal church, to forma Bible Society, Wibadin tonjiDec, 
12th, 1822;the Rev. Richard D. Hall, agent of the American Bible‘So- 


ciety, presided. , “a 
The meeting was opened by reading a portion of Scripturejjand pray=) . oa 
erand an address delivered by the agent. 
The following plan of a constitution was then read and adopted, as fobe ee, 
. | lows: "A 
CONSTITUTION * 
OF THE ‘ "af 
FEMALE AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY OF LEXINGTON, a“. 
KENTUCKY. BOW ng ae 


Art. 1. The Subscribers, approving of the object of the Anpricay 
Bible Society, do agree to form a Society, to be called the Female. 
Auxiliary Bible Society of Lexington, whose sole object shall be to co- 
operate with that Parent Institution, in encouraging a wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures, : 

2. Conformable to the principles of the Parent Institution, the 
Bibles and Testaments, to be‘circulated by this Society, shall be with, 
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out note or comment, and those in the English language shall be of the 
version now in common use. 

3. All persons subscribing and paying the sum of 50 cents, or upwards, 
’ specie value, annuaHy,—or the sum of 10 dollars, or upwards, specie val- 
ue, shall be members,—the former one year, the latter for life. The an- 
nual payment shall be made at the time of subscribing, or three months 
after. The life subscription payable in two annual instalments. Any 
member wishing to withdraw, shall signify the same to the Recording 
Secretary at the end of the year, or be liable for the subscription until 
such notice be given. 

4. The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Board of Di- 
rectors, consisting of a President, 4 Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, a 
Corresponding and a Recording Secretary, and not less than 20 other 
members—7 of whom shall constitute aquorum. The Board shall meet 
monthly—have power to call special meetings of the Society—fill va- 
canciesin their own body during the year, and make bye laws for their 
government. , 

5. The Board shall divide the sphere of this Society into districts, 
and appoint two or more of their members for each district, who may 
associate with themselves any number of subscribers, for the purpose of 
soliciting subscriptions and donations from the inhabitants thereof, and 
collecting the money, and who shall pay it to the Treasurer-of the So- 
ciety at the stated meetings of the Board. 

6. The Treasurershall take charge of the money collected, till it is dis- 
posed of by order of the Board, and her accounts shall be examined by 
a committee appointed by the Board, which shall report to the Society 
at its subsequent annual meeting. 

7. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the ¢orrespondence, 
and the Recording Secretary record the proceedings of the Board and 
of the Seciety. ' 

8. The surplus money of this Society, afterdeducting the incidental 
expenses, aud supplying the wants of the Scriptures in the sphere of 
the Society,. be transmitted, annually, to the Treasurer of the 
American Bible Society. 

9. This Society shall purchase the duodecimo Bibles printed by the 
Kentucky Auxiliary Bible Society, provided said Bibles can be procu- 
red cheaper or as cheap as the same edition printed in New-York. 

10. There shall be an annuab meeting of the Society on the second 
Monday in April, when the accounts shall be presented as audited, the 
preceedings of the past year reported, and a new Board of Directors 
chosen, and the other business of the Society transacted. 

11. At the meetings of the Society and of the Board, the President 
shall preside—in her absence, a Vice President, and if all of them be 
absent, the oldest member of the Board who ig present, 

12. 'The members of the Society shall be entitled to the privilege of 
purchasing, from the Depository of this Society, Bibles and Testaments 
at cost prices for their own use, or their families, or for gratuitous dis- 
tribution. “ 

13. Itshall be the duty of the Board to inquire what families or indi- 
viduals residing within the sphere of this Society are in want of the 
Scriptures, and to furnish them therewith at cost, reduced prices, or 
gratis, according to their circumstances. . | 

14. To promote further the cireulation of the Seriptures, Bible Asso- 
ciations in the adjoining eeunties, among the femaies, shall be encoura- 
ged, and such Associations shall be entitled to purchase the Scriptures. 
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at cost, of this Society, and shall enjoy all the privileges of this Socie- 
ty, which it and its members enjoy from the Parent Institution. 

15. A copy of this constitution, authenticated by the Corresponding 
Secretary, with the names and residences of the other officers, and also 
one or more copies of each annual report, shall be transmitted to the Sec- 
retary of the American Bible Society for Domestic correspondence. 

16. No alteration shall be made in this constitution except by a ma- 
jority of the members present at an .annual or special meeting of the 
Society. 


The following Ladies have been elected officers of the Society. 


Mrs. ELIZA HALL, President. 

Mrs. SARAH NORTON, Ist Vice President. 
Mrs. ALICE CHAPMAN, 2d Vice President. 
Mrs. CATHARINE BEACH, 3d Vice President. 
Mrs. ESTHER MORRISON, 4th Vice President. 
Mrs. MARY BECK, Treasurer. 

Miss ELIZA BLYTHE, Corresponding Secretary. 
Miss LUCY 8S. RIDGLEY, Recording Secretary. 


MANAGERS. 
‘Mrs. ANN JONES. Mrs. LETITIA WALLACE. 
Mrs. SARAH CHALLIN. Mrs. MARGARET BLYTHE. 
Mrs. ELIZA SKILLMAN. Miss JANE 8S. RIDG : 


Mrs. AGATHA WALLACE. Mrs. MARY O. RUSSELL. 
Mrs. JUDITH RICHARDSON. Mrs. JUDITH C. SCOTT. 


Mrs. SARAH BLEDSOE. Miss MARY MONTGOMERY. 
Mrs. SARAH MORTON. Mrs. SUSAN M’DOWELL 
Mrs. ELIZA ROSS. Mrs. EMILY CHIPLEY. 

Mrs. CATHARINE HUNT. Mrs. J. B. BOSWELL.* 

Mrs. MARIA BECKLEY. Miss C. M. LOCKWOOD. 


About 80 Females have betome members of the Society, and 2mem- 
vers for life. 


A GOOD EXAMPLE ‘TO STUDENTS. 


The students of Nassau Hall, and of the Theological Seminary 
in Princeton, have a Bible Society of nine years’ standing, whith 
has now 5 auxiliaries. ‘hey have received from the bible society 
in Engiand a donation of their publications of the scriptures in 35 
languages, 6 volumes of their reports, and Owen’s History of that 
society. The same young men have a tract society, which was ¢s- 
tablished in'1817, and has distributed 43,300 tracts. They also 
established an Educatiom Society in 1821. Besides these, they 
take an important part*in the transactions of the “Princeton 
Sabbath School Sociéty,” established in 1815, principally by the 
exertions of one devoted youth. It has now under its directign 18 
schools, 50 teachers and superintendants, and more than 1000 schol- 
ars. Each school is superintended by a theological student. A good 

“example to the students of other colleges,—-Christian Mirror, 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BASKING-RIDGE. 


A letter from thie Rey. Wu. Brown.er, to one of the clergymen 
of this city, states, that on the first Sabbath in the present month, 
one hunilred and six persons were to be received to the full commn- 
nion of the Presbyterian Church in Basking-Ridge, New-Jersey, 
on examination before the Session. In performing this duty the 
Elders and Pastor of the Church were four days in session; and 
the candidates were minutely inquired of concerning their religi- 
ous experience, doctrinal knowledge, and views of the sacraments 
of the New-Testament. It is estimated that there are at least one 
hundred more persons in the same congregation who are diligently 
seeking the Lord. 

Daring this serious attention in the parish three stated conferen- 
ces have been held weekly, and the preaching has been doctrinal, 
chiefly, In the application of his sermons, however, the Pastor 
has been close, searching, pungent and ardent. Public preaching 
and pastoral visitation seem to have been the honoured means of 
this great awakening and ingathering of souls. j 

On the same Sabbath thirty-nine adults and many infants, were to 
be baptized. Among the hopeful converts were several interesting 
cases of reformation in the lives of persons who had been drunken 
and profane. 

Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools have been unusually blessed 
in this time of refreshing from on high. 

In all this work, the Pastor remarks, that no art, no trick, and no 
unauthorised means of grace of human invention have been employ- 
ed. The transforming influences of the Holy Spirit have been ex- 
periénced without any other noise than that of involuntary sobbing; 
without tumult? and without much exhibition of merely animal 
feelings. 

Blesséd be the Lord for all such revivals: for when converts are 
made doctrinally, experimentally and practically Christians, thro’ 
the truth, brought hom by the word and Spirit of the living God, 
they will not crumble away like mushrooms under.the first rude 
pressure of temptation and adversity. 

In seasons of religious awakening, some quacks in theology have 
feared and avoided doctrinal preaching, and have expected their 
hearers to be converted through pious declamation about the 
objects of passion and affection; but in Basking-Ridge the ‘truth has 
thade men free from the bondage of sin and the second death. 

' [Philad» Relig. Kem. 


mt 2 
THE MILLENNIUM, 
Betracts Jrom Rev, Dr. Milles’s Missionary Sermon.—Sept. 1822s 


Blessed renovation! Happy world! when these prospects, im 
which the Lord causes his people to hapa, shall be gloriously real? 
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ized! I will not attempt to describe the scenes which the genera- 
tions of the millennium are destined to witness. I dare not venture 
on the task. ‘Take away from the world all the malignant and vi- 
olent passions, which now disquiet and degrade*the chiidren of 
men;—take away the intemperance, the impurity, and the injus- 
tice which are daily destroying individuals and families;—take 
away the bigotry, party-spirit, discord, and strife, which unceasing- 
ly agitate society, ecclesiastical as well as civil;—take away the 
war, famine, pestilence, oppression, and slavery, which have Leen, 
for so many generations, the scourges of our wace;—take away 
earthquakes, tempests drought, blasting and mildew, which so of- 
ten destroy the hopes of man:—take away all these things—and 
suppose the general reign of truth, righteousness, order and peace: 
—suppose the people of God every where to see eye to cye, and the 
visible church to be harmoniously united all over the world—sup- 
pose the earth every where cultivated and fruitful—the air salu- 
brious—the seasons always favourable—tranquillity, pietity, tem- 
perance, health and lengevity, universally. to prevail—and al! ac- 
compained with constant and abundant influences of the Holy Spir- 
it, constituting one continual and universal revival.— Imagine a scene 
like this; and then say, whether our world, during such a period, 
would not deserve to be called, as it is called in the Sacred Vol- 
ume, the new heavens, and the new earth, wherein dwelleth rightcous- 
ness? Whether it would not deserve to be considered, what it is 
doubtless intended to be, the vestibule of that mansion of rest, which 
is not made with hands, eternalin the heavens ? 





THE BENEFIT OF PARENTAL CORRECTION. 


In England, in the town of Manchester, there was a gentleman 
who was particularly fond of his children; amongst whom there 
was a favourite child, about ten or eleven years of age, respecting 
which he related to his friend the following*anecdote :-— 

“It happened,” said the gentleman—“o ot that the boy told 
a wilful falsehood; coming to the knowledge of it, | determined to 
chastise him forthe crime. Accordingly | took the rod of eorrec- 

tion in one hand, and the boy in tie other, “and led him into a pri- 

Nyate room; whereshaving aflectionately reprovéd him, I said that 
lying was a very great sin; for being committed against the great 
God, it consequently exposed us to his displeasure. 1 then chas- 
tised him, shut the door, and left him in the room. fy, 

After chastising him, on leaving the room, my affection led me 
to say, “Alas! alas! perhaps I have corrected him with too much 
severity.” Under this impression, ] tarned back, and went softlysto 







child. At length as I was about to depart, having gone a few 
ps, bheard him uttering indistinct sounds; I weat again to the 
jor, and, looking through .the key-hole, discovered the child on 
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the door, where I stood for some time listening to the sobbing of . 
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his knees, confessing his sin and shame, praying for forgiveness, 
blessing God that he had given him so good a father; and likewise 
interceding for all the other members of the family.” 

How great is the benefit of parental chastisement? For this 
child, in virtue of it, perceiving the heinousness of the sin of lying, 
forsook it, and afterwards loved and spoke the truth. 


AUGUSTINE’S MOTHER. 


Augistine, in his third book of Confessions, as given in Milner’s 
Church History, mentions the following anecdote of his mother 
Monica, which may be considered, especially when connected with 
the future conversion of her son, as a remarkable encouragement 
to the prayers of parents for their children:—“I remember (says 
Augustine,) that she entreated a certain bishop to undertake to rea- 
son me out of my errors. He was not a person backward to attempt 
this, where he found a docile subject. ‘But your son (says he) is too 
much elated at present, and carried away with the pleasing novel- 
ty of his error, to regard any arguments, as appears by the plea- 
sure he takes in puzzling many ignorant persons with his captious 
questions. Let him alone; only continue praying to the Lord for 
him; he will, im the course of his study, Rover hiserror.’ All 
this satisfied not my anxiousymother; with floods of tears she per- 
sisted in her request, when at last, he, a little out of temper on ac- 
count of her importunity, said, ‘Begone, good woman; it is not pos 
sible that a child of such tears should perish.’ She has often told 
me since, that this answer impressed her like a voice from heav- 
en.” ; 


—_—__ 


MINISTERS’ ACCOUNT. 


At a meeting of ministers, an aged servant of God represented 
the Judge as calling upon those who had been preachers of his _ 
word to render up their final account, and proceeding in this mam 
ner. To the firet,“What,was your inducement to preach my word? 
He repliedy “to secure a good living.” “Stand by,” said the 
Judge, “you have received your reward.”. To the second, “And 
what did you preach for?” “T'o display my learning and eloquen 
and gain popularity.” “Stand by; you have received your reward. 
To the third, “And why did you preach?” He humbly replied, “To 
make known salvation by the cross, and win souls to thee.” “Room, 
saints, room, angels, said the the Judge, let my faithful servant en- 
ter into the joy of his Lord.” ~The ministers retired from the 
meeting with great searching of heart.—Christian Mirror. 


£ 


SUMMARY. : 
The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, » 
hye aappointed Jensmian Evanrs, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, 
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and Henry Hitt, Esq., Treasurer. The receipts of the Board last 

year were about $60,000, and the expenditures about $1,000 less. 

The receipts for the month ending 12th September last were 
: $3,301 26. ere 

) Recent deaths. At Mayhew, Choctaw Nation, September 15, Mrs. 
Saran V. Kineseury, wife of the Rev. C. Kingsbury, missionary. 

At Sailsbury, Vt. October 12th, Rev. C. Paice, aged 60. Rev. 

Uziext Ocnen, D. D. of Newark, N. J. Rev. Joun Owen, D. D., 

London; one of the Secretaries of the British and Foreign Bible 


: | Society, and the distinguished historian of that institution. Rev. 
t °“@  Jouw Covert, in Williamsburgh district, S. C.- Mr. C. was a na- 
h tive of New-York, a graduate of Columbia College, and passed 
t through a course of Theological studies at the Princetoi$emina- 
ba s ry. 

- Russ Testament. The translation of the Testament, intoimodern 
rt Russ is completed, and 30,000 copies printed. An edition of the books, 
»0 of Psalms has left the press, consisting of 15,000 copies. The 
|. Pentateuch, Job, Proverbs, and Eeclesiastes are translated, and 
a Isaiah is begun.— Christian Hepald. 

e The Cherokee nation of Indians have,in a general Council, ex- 
“1 pressly disclaimed intention to make any further cession of 


jlands to the government of the United States. They are now, 


ea ‘they say, “gasping to imhale the vital air of civilization, and are 
x4 also struggling to ascend te the summit of happiness, where sci- 


id ‘ _ ence, morality, virtue, and the religion of the true God, are to be 
: found: for the attainment of these blessings they are determined 


mr, to labour on the soil which gave them birth, and which contains 
_ the relics of their ancestors.”——Western Monitor. 
* §. nits a 

ted SELECT SENTENCES. 

his ~ “Saving faith brings glory to God, because it brings nothing to 
aa” Pa m but poverty, want, and emptiness; other graces bring some- 
am ° 2. Whing. Love brings fire; repentance brings tears; obedience 
the?” % brings works, but poor faith brings nothing but a bare hand,.and an 
And '* empty vessel. The poorer any come to God, the more they glo- 
rify him.”—Erskine. 
+d | “If men hated sin as much in ‘themselves, as tHey do in others, 
“To humility would be a very easy and common thing.”—Maclaurin, 
om, “Abraham’s affectidn for his son Isaac, was extinguished by the 
sale more powerful flame of affection to the will and command of 
the God.”—Charneck. ea 

“Sanctified afflictions are an evidence of our adoption; we do 
not prune dead trees to make them fruitful, nor those which are 
planted in a desert, but such as belong to the garden and possess 
 life.”—Arrowsmith. 
ons, » 


' “The Bible is the same to the inquiring soul as the Star to the 
ary: e Eastern Magi, it leads to the‘ Redeemer.” 
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FROM THE SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


“QO FELICEM D!©=M\” 
Qr, the King’s arrival welcomed. 











Taprspay, the 15th July, when the King landed in Scotland, and 
proceeded if state to Edinburgh, there were several arches taste- 
fully decorated and thrown across the streets; on one of which was 
inscribed, in golden letters, “O felicem diem,” and on the opposite 
side the translation, “O happy day.” When the royal carriage en- 
tered the barrier, the Lord Provost advanced and presented “the 
keys” of the city tohis Majesty, with these words:—This ceremony 
now implies that. we place with loyal devotion at the disposal of 
your Majésty the hearts and persons of our citizens, and bid your 
Majesty’a hearty welcome to this metropolis.”°—Having read this 
resto the following lines have been penned from the im- 

n 












pression of the moment :— 





0 happy day! when grace subdu’d 
~~ Its foes in my rebellious hearts 
And Christ my best afi@étions woo'd, 
And badethe powers of Hell depart. 


O happy day! when Jesus gain’@ © 
Dominion #ermy guilty soul; 

kas And sweetly all my powers constrain’d 

ae To bow to His benign control. 


O happy day! when Heaven proclaim’d, 
“Prepare to weleome Christ, your King, 

Ye who by grace have been reclaim’d; 
He comes! He comes! Hosanna sing’ 
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O happy day! “Lift up your head, 
Ye mental gates be lifted up;” 
Enter, my King. Thy foes are fled, 
For thoudidst ‘drink’ the fatal ‘cup.’ 


O happy day! “the keys” are Thine, 
Bless’d Jesus, at Thy feet I fall, 

Bought with Thy blood, P’ve nothing mine, 
Oh, take my life—my soul—my all! 


O happy day! when Thou shalt ome, 
And crowns, and thrones, and suns expire ; 
When blood-boughit millions shout He’s come! + 
The dead arise—the globe’s on fire!” 


O happy day!—the trumpet sounds, 
All nature forms one general blaze; 

My Jesus wears ten thousand crowns, 

And myriads shout alone His Praised 6G, C. 5. 
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